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Figure 5.1: The “fall of man” depicted in the Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo 


1. The Honey Queens and Pre-Dynastic Pharaohs 


Figure 5.2: The honey bee (bjt) hierogly ph 


In Egypt, the honey bee (bjt) hieroglyph was first used as a symbol 
of royalty to denote the King of Lower Egypt when Upper and Lower 
Egypt were united under one ruler (3500 BC). 

Beekeeping: seasonal hive-moving, medicinal uses of honey, and 
magical uses of beeswax as well as beeswax in mummification and as 
a seal on coffins, were used on a large scale in Egy pt which, in the Old 
Testament, is described as “a land flowing with ‘milk’ and ‘honey’ ” 
(Numbers 16.13). 

Note: ‘milk’ and ‘honey’ are here-in later interpreted as ‘bread’ 
(semen) and ‘wine’ (female ejaculate). 

The dead were also sometimes preserved in honey, and honey was 
given as tribute as well as used in sacred rites. Honey and honey 
cakes were fed to sacred animals, such as the bull, goat, lion, and 
crocodile. Honey was used in the posthumous “Opening of the 
Mouth” ceremony to allow for the dead to be fed in the other world, 
and the “ka-soul” (or “double”) was imagined as a bee as well as a 
bird. The voices of souls were compared to the humming of bees. Bees 
were also considered sourced from water and, like Ra the sun god who 
caused the Nile to flood fertilizing the soil for new crops, one of the 
great “Givers of Life.” When Ra wept his tears fell to the desert sand 
and became golden bees that produced their gifts of honey, wax, and 
pollination. 


Figure 5.3: The ankh symbol flanked on both sides by a bulrush of the 
south anda bee of the north within the Great Hypostyle Hall of the 
Temple of Amun at Karnak in what was ancient Thebes (modern 
Luxor). 

The bees flanking an ankh (above) seems especially to address the 
fact that bees, like the ankh symbol itself, point to the “key” of 
knowledge of the mysteries and hidden wisdom that leads to 
immortality. 

Ma’ at— goddess of truth, justice, balance, and most importantly — 
order holds the ankh, so does Sekhmet, as the goddess of war, 
paradoxically, she is also an initiatory healer. The “ankh” is 
composed of the symbols of Osiris (phallus) and Isis (vagina) in a 
union of the male and female creative principles, heaven and earth, 
and “honey-bees” were thought to be messengers of the gods— 
magical or divine creatures—a sacred insect that bridged the natural 
world viz. Isis to the underworld viz. Osiris (in sexual union). 


Bastet Nefertiti 


Sekhmet 


Sekhmet—sometimes called the “daughter of Ra” was a spear- 
wielding lioness-headed goddess of war and plague (wearing red viz. 
blood-drenched garments) and the destroyer of the enemies of the sun 
god Re, and often associated with the goddesses Hathor and Bastet. 
She bears the Uraeus, which associates her with Wadjet and royalty, 
and the solar disk with a serpent (symbolic of the first and last light of 
the sun at dawn and dusk on the horizon). As the original Eye of Ra, 
Sekhmet was incredibly powerful... to the point that Horus declared 
her impossible to stop once she was overcome by bloodlust. Thus, it 
became necessary to get her drunk so that she’d calm down and cease 
rampaging [ ] and become as Hathor. Seven thousand barrels of red 
beer had been once used to trick Sekhmet out of killing: The number 
seven was apparently the Egyptian symbol of such ideas as perfection, 
effectiveness, and completeness. When she awoke, Sekhmet gazed into 
the eyes of Ptah—the god who dreamt the creation of the universe and 
the two fell in love instantly: (Sekhmet and Ptah are also the fiery 
source of creativity, as is Leo!). 

Sekhmet is usually depicted with a lotus flower (symbolizing Upper 
Egypt, the sun, creation, and rebirth) in her right hand and an ankh 
(also known as “the key of life,” which symbolizes “eternal life”) in 
her left. She was the patron of Physicians and Healers and the priests 
of Sekhmet became known as skilled doctors. As a result, this 
fearsome deity sometimes called the “lady of terror” was also known 
as the “lady of life.” 

Eventually Bastet and Sekhmet were characterized as two aspects of 
the same goddess, with Sekhmet representing the powerful warrior and 
protector aspect and Bastet, who increasingly was depicted as a cat, 
representing a gentler aspect. 


Figure 5.4: The Tyet symbol, Tau, and the Djed Pillar 
The Tyet symbol or the knot of Isis is a feminine symbol... and the Djed 
Pillar, a masculine symbol of Osiris. Both are superimposed over an Ankh symbol 
(of life). In ancient Egypt, the “Tau” symbol was thought to represent a 
phallus and believed to be representative of the horizon, the place where 
the sky and the earth meet in symbolic intercourse; the ancient Greeks 
considered “Tau” to be symbolic of life and resurrection, being associated 
with Attis andthe Roman god Mithra. Western religious traditions and 

European cultures associate “Tau” with the crucifix. 
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Honey as a symbol of love was also evoked in Egyptian poetry as the 
following example shows: 
Your love has penetrated all within me 
Like honey plunged into water, 
Like an odor which penetrates spices. 
When her little sycamore begins to speak 
The murmur of its leaves 
Drips honey [ ] fragrant words taste sweet 
Her own hand as soft and delicate as lotus... 
From “Love Songs of the New Kingdom” 
(John L. Foster, 1992) 
Honey has been an important resource for hundreds of thousands 
of years, and “honey-bees” themselves are often characterized as 
magical or divine creatures... a sacred insect. The “honey-bee” was 
an emblem of “Potnia Theron”—a term first used (once) by Homer 
(as follows): 
The Iliad 21, lines 470-474: 

But his sister railed at him hotly, even the “queen of the wild 
beasts,” Artemis of the wild wood, andspake a word of reviling: “Lo, 
thou fleest, thou god that workest afar, and to Poseidon hast thou 
utterly yielded the victory, and given him glory for naught! Fool, why 
bearest thou a bow thus worthless as wind? 
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Figure 5.5: Artemis as “Mistress of Beasts” (“‘Potnia Theron”); from a 
Boeotian vase (ca. 700 BC) 


Honey was considered “nectar of the gods” and was “fermented” 
for use in “mead” as an inspiring drink in sacred rituals. The bees’ 
instinctive life—to search for the nectar of flowers, thus pollinating 
them, while navigating their flight in relation to the sun so as not to get 
lost, in order to create “honey” with its fortifying, medicinal, and 
“incorruptible nature”—is such a profound and numinous mystery, 
the depths of which point to an alchemical model of transformation in 
human beings, and the industry of such an undertaking involves the 
sexual nature of life—as such, the womb symbolism of the ankh is 
suggestive of a transformational path through death to rebirth. 

No living creature is a better example of the power of community 
than the “honey-bee.” Each bee in a hive has a specific function which 
“she” will perform even if it means sacrificing “her” life for the hive. 
There are three types of bees: workers, drones, and queens. The 
worker bees are the common bees we see abroad seeking to garnish 
nectar are female—they secrete wax to form combs and produce 
honey to feed the hive. Interestingly, only the drones, whose job it is to 
impregnate and care for the queen, are male. 

Note: Bees are symbolic of solar celebration and communicate by 
dancing: The bee’s dance is in direct relation to the sun in the sky. 


Figure 5.6: Gold plaque of the “bee goddess” from Camiros, Rhodes (ca. 7" 
century BC) 


The “bee goddess” is connected with Artemis worship at Ephesus, 


where the goddess was also associated with the bee. 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA 


The “Queen Bee” had a central place in Minoan Crete—whereat 
she was depicted as a “bee-goddess” with feather-like wings and 
outstretched arms. She is accompanied with two flower-like disc 
emblems—one of seven petals and one of eight petals, which are, 
perhaps, star-points or energy vortices in the body (cf., “chakras’’) 
that link “serpentine ‘kundalini’ energy” to different “nectars” or 
“states of consciousness.” The number seven is connected with the 
colours of rainbows, the visible planets, and musical scales; it is also 
the number of days in each of the four phases of the lunar cycle, 
pointing to the deeply feminine culture of bee wisdom and of its 
connection to the cosmos. 


Figure 5.7: (top) Minoan butterfly and bull (above) and bee-headed goddess 
(below) 


Figure 5.8: Lascaux Cave Painting of an Auroch 

The “bee” and “bull” have ancient links: The “bee goddess” has 
been found in Western Ukraine (Poland), scratched in dots on a stylized 
bull’s head of bone. There was an ancient belief that “the bee” was 
born out of the carcass of “a dead bull.” 


Henry IV: 
“Tis seldom when the bee doth leave her comb, in the dead 
carrion...” 
W" Shakespeare (1599). “King Henry IV,” Part 2, Act 4, scene 
4 


But this changed when patriarchal ‘sun worship’ (the lion) 
replaced matriarchal ‘moon worship’ (the bull)—whereof women’s 
menstruation cycles were synchronized with the lunar cycles. Thus 
was born the seven-day week and the thirty-day month: cf. “Samson’s 
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Riddle”: “What is sweeter than honey? And what is stronger than a 
lion?” (Judges Chapter 14) 


Ovary 


Vagina 


Figure 5.9: Female reproductive system: vagina, uterus and ovaries 


Figure 5.10: Four (4) images (as follows). 
Vagina superimposed over mouth 
Above ofa venomous snake 


Butterfly — Vagina 
Bumble Bee - Vagina 
Minoan bull head - Vagina 


The life cycle of the butterfly, too, is a symbol for psyche, soul, or 
animating spirit... the “skin-shedding” serpent also suggests this 
initiatory process of change and rebirth. The ancient Serpent 
Goddess found in Old Europe as well as in Egypt, and her symbolism 
of life, death, and rebirth—iike the cyclical rhythm of the bees’ life— 
is also found every where in M inoan Crete. 

As illustrated (above), the vagina is likewise equated in mythology 
to a bee, a butterfly, a bull. 
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3. The Serpent in the Garden 


Historically, serpents and snakes represent fertility or a creative life 
force. As snakes shed their skin through “sloughing,” they are 
symbols of rebirth, transformation, immortality, and healing: Hence, 
snakes entwine the Rod of Asclepius and the Mercurial caduceus. 

According to some interpretations of the Midrash, the serpent 
represents “sexual passion.” Perhaps this is because it is both 
swallowing and penetrating, as is “a tongue to a kiss” or “an erect 
penis entering a vagina.” So, too, does “a sperm” enter “an ovum,” 
but like a female mantis... she bites his head off and feeds on him. 
Once the ‘decapitated’ sperm head is thus consumed, it commences to 
rejuvenate its new body viz. a “zygote”—undergoing a “transmutation 
of the soul” and evolving into a life-form: (The zygote begins as a 
single cell but divides rapidly in the days following fertilization—its 
single cell containing all 46 necessary chromosomes, getting 23 from 
the sperm and 23 from the egg). 


Lithonic bovine worship was prominent throughout the Fertile 
Crescent at the beginning of human history, such as is represented in 
the “Shrine of the Hunters” at Catalhéyiik, the human-headed 
Lamassu of the Chaldees (Sumeria/Assyria), the Apis Bull of Ancient 
Egypt, the Minoan Minotaur and of Cretan frescoes of Bull 
Dancers, Phoenician and Carthaginian Ba’al- and Moloch-worship, 
and, most predominantly, in reference to Mithras—the “dying and 
rising” sun god (q.v.), which slew the White Bull of the Moon viz. 
another reference to “patriarchal sun worship”  superseding 
“matriarchal moon worship,” 

Neolithic and Bronze Age iconographic evidence points to bird and 
snake female figures: these include birds and snakes with female 
attributes, and hybrids of the two. 
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Figure 5.11: Nine (9) images (as follows): 

i) Pre-Sumerian Anunnaki reptilian goddess found at the Al Ubaid 
archeological site west of Ur in Iraq (ca. 6000 Bc) 

ii) Neolithic Nathor-Nile fertility bird goddess (ca. 3600 BC) appeared in 
early predynastic times as a funerary figure with a beaked face and 
wing-like arms and hands. Her form is a blend of bird, woman and 
deity. 

iii) Harappan terracotta figurine of a Mehrgarh (Indus Valley) fertility 
goddess (ca. 3000-2500 sc) 

iv) Neolithic mother goddess from Anatolia being made in stone when the 
majority of pieces from this period are made from ceramic (ca. 6000- 
4000 Bc). 

v) An terracotta steatophygous figure (early 2°¢-1* Millennium)—a female 
fertility figure of the Amlash and Marlik cultures (Iran): rounded 
head with headdress and pierced ears, set on an elongated neck, with 
short arms and small breasts, the navel similarly modeled, and broad 
hip above short tapering legs 

vi) Terracotta figure of Astarte (ca. 2000-1500 Bc). 

vii) Mycenaean “Psi-type” goddess (ca. 1400-1100Bc)—the last phase of 
the Bronze Age in Greece 

viii) Mycenaean “Phi-type” goddess (ca. 1400-1100Bc) 

ix) Terracotta figurine of the sublime “poppy priestess” (ca. 1400-1100 
BC), discovered near the site of Knossos. The Cretan goddess is 
depicted wearing three hairpins of poppy capsules in her hair, 
indicating that ancient Minoans understood the methods of 
extracting opium from the poppy. 

Opium poppy was cultivated in Mesopotamia (ca. 3400 Bc), Egypt 
(ca. 1500 BC), and Greece (ca. 1100 Bc). It was spread to Persia and 
India following the conquests of Alexander the Great fl. (ca. 330 Bc)... 
and, later, to China by Arab traders. 
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4. The Pythian Priestess 
The Pythian priestess emerged preeminent by the end of the 7” 
century BC and continued to be consulted until the late-4" century AD. 
During this period, the Delphic Oracle was the most prestigious and 


authoritative oracle among the Greeks, and she was among the most 
powerful women of the classical world. The Oracle served the god 
Apollo, after he had slain Python—the dragon who protected the navel 
of the Earth. 

In Greek and Roman mythology, most of the famous oracles were 
female. Of particular interest is the blind oracle Tiresias, who was 
born male, but transformed into a female by the gods. The difference 
between “oracle” and “prophet” is that an “oracle” is a person, such 
as a priestess through whom a deity is supposed to respond with 
prophecy or advice, whereas “prophet” means someone who speaks by 
divine inspiration. 

The Oracle of Delphi was consulted on both private matters and 
affairs of state. City-state rulers would even seek the oracle before 
launching wars or founding Greek colonies. For these consultations, the 
Pythia would enter the “adyton” and then sit on a tripod chair, possibly 
behind a curtain. Michel de Nostredame (usually Latinized as 
Nostradamus), was a French astrologer- physician who “seryed” in 
accordance to the Delphic rite, using a “dialchemic katholikonal” 
[Sic.] fluid mixed in a “bronze tripod” and inhaling volatile chemical 
vapors to induce a psychoactive or mind-altering effect... no doubt, 
his “visions” were enhanced by consumption of other natural 
psychedelic substances. 
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Figure 5.12a: 19" century engraving of Goethe’s Faust and Homunculus 


Figure 5.12b: “Vitruvian Man” 

Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing of a male figure perfectly inscribed in a circle 
and square, known as the “ Vitruvian Man,” illustrates what he believed to be a 
divine connection between the human form and the universe. 


A Note on the Narcotic Effects of Laurel 


Ancient priests and priestesses were known to burn the leaves of 
“bay laurel” (Laurus nobilis)—a vigorous, broad-spreading evergreen 
shrub, originally native to the Mediterranean region, with dense, erect 
branches clothed in handsome, lustrous, dark green leaves renowned 
for its intoxicating fragrance. 

Mountain Laurel (Kalmia Latifolia) and Cherry Laurel leaves 
(Prunus laurocerasus), often confused with culinary seasoning bay 
leaves; they have a pungent aroma and bitter flavor, but produce a 
pleasing fragrance of almonds when its leaves are crushed. The 
leaves and seed are highly toxic to both humans and animals. 
Ingestion of the seed can cause muscle paralysis, severe headaches, 
upset stomach, and excessive drowsiness. This is because laurel 
contains hydrogen cyanide—a poison—if ingested in large amounts, 
hydrogen cyanide can deplete the nervous system of oxygen and, in 
rare cases, even cause death. 

Notwithstanding, bay laurel enhances our ability to connect to our 
higher selves and sense of inner strength, something soul-centered 
individuals seek and desire at their core. Yet, since it clears mind 
function, enhancing one’s “gut instincts,” body health and breathing, 
and produces a positive emotional state with less fear and anxiety... 
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because of narcotic (< Greek narkos, meaning “sleep”) substances, 
which bind to painkilling sites in the brain, slowing down the uptake 
of neurotransmitters like dopamine between neurons, a reduction in 
pain results, as well as drowsiness and a feeling of well-being. 

The Oracle of Delphi wouldst have ritually chewed on bay laurel 
to induce a trancelike, semiconscious state and enhance intuitive 
abilities to invoke divine inspiration; but, because of their texture, the 
leaves are almost impossible to chew, thusly, they wouldst have been 
seasoned with “honeycomb,” and consumed as a tea and/or in 
combination with cannabis imported from Bactria (modern-day 
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan), “mandrake root” (Mandragora 
officinarum), various fungal species, such as Psilocybe semilanceata, 
and Amanita muscaria mushrooms, poppy seed (papaver somniferum) 
and the seed of “Black Cumin” (Nigella sativa)—renown as “the 
herb from heaven”—its curative properties are mentioned in the Holy 
Bible and, labeled as “Melanthion” by Hippocrates and 
Dioscorides; moreover, the miraculous plant was said to be “a remedy 
for every illness except death” by the Islamic Prophet Mohammad, 
and prescribed in Avicenna’s 10" century “Canon of Medicine” for 
enhancement of the body’s energy and also as support during recovery 
from fatigue and dispiritedness. Other herbs like black and white 
hellebore, hyoscyamus (henbane), strychnos, and_frankincense- 
treeand dorycnium were all used as sedatives, anesthetics, sleeping 
agents and pain palliatives. 


According to Papyrus Chester-Beatty I: 

Set is depicted as trying to prove his dominance by seducing Horus 
wanting to have homosexual intercourse (i.e., “raping him’): Cf. the 
homosexuality and incest expressed in “The Contending of Horus and 
Seth,” Il, 5: “During the night Seti caused his phallus to become stiff 
and inserted it between Horus’ thighs... his hands between his thighs 
Horus received Seth’s semen.” And, “Jsis, his mother, applied 
“fragrant oil” to Horus’ phallus and collected his semen: feeding it to 
Seti with lettuce from the garden.” 

However, Horus places his hand between his thighs and catches Set’s 
semen, then subsequently throws it in the river, so that he may not be 
said to have been inseminated by Set. Horus then deliberately spreads 
his own semen on some “lettuce,” which was Set’s favorite food. After 
Set had eaten the lettuce, they went to the gods to try to settle the 
argument over the rule of Egypt. The gods first listened to Set’s claim 
of dominance over Horus, and call his semen forth, but it answered 
from the river, invalidating his claim. Then, the gods listened to Horus’ 
claim of having dominated Set, and call his semen forth, and it 
answered from inside Set. 

In the fight that ensued Horus castrated Set and Set tore out Horus’ 
weak eye, the moon—infer: (Cf., Odinn, who sacrificed one of his eyes 
to satisfy his relentless thirst for wisdom in exchange for a drink from 
Mimir’s “well of wisdom,” which gave him the sacred enlightenment 
he sought and represents the sacrifice of the earthly in exchange for 
the divine). 


5. The Dying and Rising Hero 

Associated with the favorite food of Set: “bedded-ka,” an 
aphrodisiac lettuce—tall, straight and secreting a milky substance 
when pressed! 

Lettuce has been harvested for millennia—it was depicted by ancient 
Egyptians on the walls of tombs dating back to at least 2700 Bc. It was 
an aphrodisiac---a phallic symbol that represented “the celebrated 
food of Min, the Egyptian god of fertility”: (It is unclear whether the 
lettuce’s development in Egypt predates its appearance on the island of 
Kos). The god, often pictured with an erect penis in wall paintings and 
reliefs was also known as the “great of love” as he is called in a text 
from Edfu Temple. The plant was believed to help the god “perform 
the sexual act untiringly.” 

Min, depicted as an ithyphallic bearded mummiform man, wearing 
the same low crown with twin plumes as Amun, was often shown 
before offering tables covered with “heads of lettuce,” standing legs 
together, one arm raised, wielding a flail, and with an erect penis. One 
of the reasons why associated the lettuce with Min was because it 
grows straight and tall—an obvious phallic symbol—but a leaf is 
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broken off it oozed a whitish, milky substance—basically it looked like 
semen. 

Ritual in the Egyptian military, ensuring the subjugation of 
prisoners, involved ‘impregnating’ (or emasculating) the prisoners... 
so the erect state of the penis could relate to victory over the enemy. 
Linked to both “power” and “destruction,” the flail proved the 
Pharaoh’s supremacy over his enemies—one of the earliest forms of 
his fetish was of ‘a barbed arrow or a thunderbolt’ which became the 
first hierogly ph. 
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Figure 5.13: The Ptolemaic king stands before Min, the ithyphallic god of 
fertility, and offers him the aphrodisiac “eye of Horus.” 


Like Osiris, who was commonly depicted as a pharaoh with a 
complexion of either green (the color of rebirth) or black (alluding to 
the fertility of the Nile floodplain), so too was Amun-Min a dark- 
skinned (Kushite) ithyphallic storm god of fertility and fecundity—his 
cult associated with orgiastic sex which was very popular with the 
Ramessesids: (Note: The Kushites, like the Aithiopes and Chaldeans 
were of the prehistoric White races which were ‘replaced’ by the sub- 
Saharan Negroid and Indo-Asiatic races, the latter adopting the 
language of the Aryans). 

Min’s mortuary temple was at Medinet Habu—the necropolis 
region of western Thebes in Upper Egypt, near the foot of the Theban 
Hills on the West Bank of the River Nile opposite the modern city of 
Luxor: His cult originated in the predynastic 4" millennium BC, and he 
was oft identified with Amun-Ra and Horus the falcon-headed god 
son of Osiris and his sister-wife, Isis (v.i.., whose right eye was the sun 
and whose left eye was the moon 


Figure 5.14: 
Left: Osiris (seated), falcon-headed Horus and Isis (wearing cow horns and 
sun disk crowned with a throne) 
Right: Alexandrian Triad: Harpocrates ona lotus flower with Serapis 
and Isis as serpents 


6. The “Pagan Trinity” 
“The trinity got its start in Ancient Babylon with Nimrod — Tammuz 
— and Semiramis. Semiramis demanded worship for her husband and 
her son as well as herself. She claimed that her son was both the father 
and the son. Yes, he was “godthe father” and “god the son” — The first 
divine incomprehensible trinity.” 
The Two Babylons; Alexander Hislop, page 51 
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Belus—worshipped as a god of war, often identified as Zeus Belos 
and/or Jupiter Belus, is euhemerized as an ancient king who founded 
Babylon and built the ziggurat. King Ninus of Assyria (Greek: Nivoc) 
son of Belos and husband of Semiramis was eponymous founder of 
Nineveh, whom has been equated with both Nimrod and Zoroaster, 
and, according to Eusebius, synchronized with Pharaoh Amenemhat I 
aka Abraham son of Terach (Hebrew: 79 Terah) son of Nahor son of 
Serug: (It was only about nine years, however, before the end of the 
reign of Ninus, that the birth of Abraham is said to have taken place). 

Ninus first conquered Babylonia then Armenia and Media. He built 
his empire through the means of conquest. However his attempts at 
taking over Bactria were foiled at Bactra the capital of Bactria. He 
was unable to take it. Ninus then returned to the west where he founded 
a new city which he named after himself, Nineveh. Ninus returned 
again to Bactria to complete what he had started. With the help of a 
comely courtesan, named Semiramis—the wife of one of his men, 
Oannes, who having watched the ongoing battles noticed a weak spot 
in the defence of the opposing army and then advised Ninus on how to 
overcome them. Ninus using this information would eventually capture 
Bactra. He then took Semiramis as his own wife. She would give birth 
to their son Ninyas and shortly after this Ninus was fatally wounded by 
an arrow. After Ninus' death Semiramis became Queen of Assyria and 
reigned as queen regnant for 42 years, conquering much of Asia. 
Semiramis restored ancient Babylon and protected it with a high brick 
wall that completely surrounded the city. 

Cf. the story of Bathsheba daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite—a beautiful woman of noble birth, who became pregnant 
after David saw her bathing on a rooftop and her seduced her. David 
then ordered that Uriah the Hittite be moved to the front-line of a 
battle, where he was killed. The illegitimate bastard love-child died as 
punishment from God for David's adultery and murder of Uriah. 


Nimrod son of Cush son of Ham son of Noah and Semiramis were 
king and queen of Babylon. However, Nimrod eventually died. 
Semiramis, in a desperate attempt to hold onto her thrown, derived a 
plan that would ultimately lead to not only retaining the throne but 
would elevate her to the status of a goddess. Semiramis has been 
worshiped under the names Ishtar, Astarte, Rhea and Isis to name just 
a few, while Nimrod has been Ninus, Osiris and Baal. Tammuz has 


also been known as Horus and Adonis. All three have had many more 
names accredited to them. 

Semiramis claimed that after Nimrod had died, he ascended to the 
sun and became the sun god himself. She then told the people that her 
son, Tammuz—a_ life-death-rebirth god of vegetation was the 
reincarnation of the sun god, Nimrod, and that she had been 
impregnated by the golden rays of the sun. 

Note: Tammuz was either conceived before Nimrod died or, as some 
versions state, she conceiving through an extra marital source. 


Here, we find Akhenaton, Nefertiti and Tut 
Jesus the bastard offspring of Roman Centurion Panthera 


The ithyphallic Min (whom the Greeks identified with Pan) was 
worshipped at Akhmim (known in Ancient Egypt as Ipu, Apu or 
Khent-min) of Upper Egypt. 


Genesis 3:15 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel. 


As aresult of the serpent's temptation of Eve, which resulted in the 
fall of man, God announces (in Genesis 3:15) that he will put an enmity 
between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman. In 
Christianity, this verse is known as the protoevangelium, and is 
interpreted as a prophecy of the coming of Jesus. 


She would later marry her son, Tammuz, who was, in fact, Nimrod 
reincarnated. This is why some versions of the story have Nimrod 
marrying his own mother. In some versions of this tale, Tammuz is 
later killed by a wild boar. In other versions, he is cut up into numerous 
pieces and his body parts spread throughout the world. This cutting up 
into pieces and the body parts being spread over the world is, however, 
more often asserted as to how Nimrod met his death. Semiramis is then 
depicted as going around and collecting his parts in an attempt to 
reassemble her husband and bring him back to life. She is said to have 
found all his body parts, apart from his male organ. This then prompts 
her to build an obelisk which then becomes a phallic symbol. Some 
versions of the story have Semiramis commanding 40 days of 
mourning for Tammuz. Some even state that a wild pig should be 
killed and eaten after the 40 days as a remembrance to Tammuz. After 
this, God came down and confused the languages at the tower of Babel, 
as outlined in the Biblical texts found in Genesis 11, when, due to the 
evilness of this religion, they tried to build a tower so tall it would 
reach into heaven with Nimrod having said he was angry at God. 


Astarte who was another supposed version of 
Semiramis. 

However nowhere in ancient Akkadian writings is 
Ishtar ever described as having a husband who dies 
and then her claiming he became the sun god. She is 
never described as having stated that he son was the 
reincarnation of that husband. Tammuz is described 
as being a former lover of Ishtar in the epic of 
Gilgamesh. 

Ishtar was an Akkadian goddess that preceded the 
kingdom of Babylon. She was later a goddess of 
Babylon also however she was incorporated into 
Babylonian culture she didn’t originate there. 

In the Epic of Gilgamesh Ishtar is referenced as the 
goddess of love. And called a lady of love and war. 
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Tammuz is simply referred to as a lover of Ishtar’s 
youth. There is no mention of her being married to 
him or having a son. 

Ishtar tries to seduce Gilgamesh and asks to be his 
bride. However Gilgamesh rejects her advances 
reminding her of her past and her former lover of her 
youth Tammuz. Gilgamesh states that she had 
decreed weeping for Tammuz. She demands that the 
bull of heaven be given unto her and threatens to goto 
the underworld and cause mayhem if her demands are 
not met. The bull is given and released. Gilgamesh 
kills the bull under the instructions of his friend 
Enkidu. Enkidu is punished and basically sentenced 
to death for this. 


Ishtar in an Akkadian poem called Ishtar’s descent 
into the underworld. 

Ishtar has her mind set on the underworld. When she 
reaches the gates of the underworld she asks the 
gatekeeper to let her in. She threatens to breakdown 
the gates if she is refused entry and even threatens to 
raise the dead. The gatekeeper says he will go and 
speak to Ereskiga the queen who is also Ishtar’s 
sister. Ereskiga wonders why Ishtar has set her sights 
on her. She tells the gatekeeper to allow Ishtar in. She 
must go through the 7 gates. Each gate removing her 
items of clothing. Once through the gates Ishtar sat 
above her sister Ereskiga. Ereskiga set 60 diseases 
against Ishtar. After Ishtar’s descent into the 
underworld sexual activity on earth ceased. Ea 
conceives apla and creates Asusu- namir (a male 
cultic prostitute) He is sent into the underworld. 
Ereskiga curses him. Ishtar is then reinstated with all 
the things that were removed. 


Astarte (Athtart or Ashtart)}—goddess of war and sexual love was 
the Queen of Heaven to whom the Canaanites bummed offerings and 
poured libations, great goddess of the ancient Middle East and chief 
deity of Tyre, Sidon, and Elat, important Mediterranean seaports. (She 
shared so many qualities with her sister, Anath, that they may 
originally have been seen as a single deity—and, together, they were 
the basis for the Aramaic goddess Atargatis) 

Astarte was worshiped in Egypt and Ugarit and among the Hittites, 
as well as in Canaan. Her Akkadian counterpart was Ishtar. Later she 
became assimilated with the Egyptian deities Isis and Hathor (a cow 
goddess of the sky and of women), and in the Greco-Roman world 
with Venus-Aphrodite, Artemis-Diana, and Hera-Juno. 


Set—the god of the ‘red’ desert kills his brother Osiris because he 
thinks Osiris cheated with his wife Nephthys—the twin sister of Isis, 
which resulted from mistaken "twin" identity confusion. Osiris was 
dismembered by Set, him being cut into 14 pieces which were thrown 
into the Nile and scattered throughout the world. 

— asexual act 


Isis, with the help of jackal-headed Anubis—son of Nephthys and 
Osiris tracked down and found all the pieces of the Osiris, “except” the 
“phallus,” which was said to have been eaten by a species of 
elephantfish worshipped at Per-Medjed fish viz. Oxyrhynchus 
(Greek: O&bppvyyoc; “sharp-snouted” or “sharp-nosed”’), having its 
powers, thereafter, submerged in the waters of the Nile River, making 
it, in a sense, holy water (as in “ baptism”). In Ancient Egypt, fish were 
symbols of regeneration and rebirth): Cf. the Ichthys symbol (or 
“Jesus fish”)—a sign typically used to proclaim an affiliation with or 
affinity for Christianity . 


IXOY2 


Early Christians used the fish as a secret code to identify meeting 
places, tombs, and even other Christians. Legend has it that if an 
early Christian met a stranger, he or she could draw half of the 
Ichthys on the ground. If the stranger completed the sketch, they 
would both know they were Christians. 

Note: After Egypt was Christianized, Oxyrhynchus Polis became 
famous for its many churches and monasteries. It remained a prominent, 
though gradually declining through the Roman and Byzantine periods; after 
the Arab conquest of Egypt in 641, the canal system on which the town 
depended fell into disrepair, and Oxyrhynchus was abandoned. 


Isis then took the 13 pieces of the body of Osiris, and assembled 
them into the form of “a mummy,” and to make him complete, she 
either cut her thumb off to make a makeshift phallus for him or made a 
golden phallus, depending on story variant, which she affixed to his 
mummified body, in an erect position. 

Isis then turned into kite (bird) and, via a “black rite” ceremony, 
used her magical powers along with the magical powers of Thoth 
resurrect him, and conceive the god child Horus along the way (see: 
virgin birth), through the spiritual powers of the celestial seed 
emanating from his new magical phallus. 


Fish swallows phallus is vagina opening to erection; cf. Opening of the 
Mouth Ceremony. 


Set kills Osiris 
He ends up in Byblos 


The moon goes around the earth in about 28 days. So in one year, the 
moon goes around 13 times. This gives us 13 lunar months with 28 
days each. But most cycles follow the 12-month calendar. A lunar year 
(used in some calendars) of 12 synodic months (12 cycles of lunar 
phases) is about 354 days long. 


The number 14 is theorized to be significant of the 14 stars of the 
Orion constellation, with which Osiris was associated (as the dying 
and rising god of Egypt, just as the Orion constellation "rise" to the 
vertical position each night in Nov. and Dec.), or the 14 days of the 
half lunar period (28 days), thereby being symbolic of the moon 
being chopped up as goes from a full moon to a half moon, Osiris 
also being viewed as a "moon god", in some cases. 


In theme with this myth, pharaohs began to be buried in mummified 
form with erect phallus, so to emulate the resurrection of Osiris. The 
mummy of king Tut (c.1300), e.g., was famously found with an erect 
phallus. Later, Egyptians began to make Osiris corn mummy out of 
earth and seeds replete with Osiris-like erections 

In Hindu mythology, the myth of Osiris and his golden phallus was 
rescripted into the myth of Shiva and the golden lingam phallus. 

In Greek mythology, the myth of phallus of Osiris was rescripted 
into the myth of the Diony sus and it was reported by Herodotus that the 
phallic processions seen in the Dionysiac festivals ware of Osirian 
festival origin. 

In Christian mythology, the story of the “lost phallus” of Osiris was 
rescripted into the story of the “virgin birth” and the conception of 
Jesus, in the womb of the "virgin Mary", not involving a phallus or 


sperm, but via the magical action of the “holy spirit”... and this having 
its origin in the start of pagan sun god worship throughout the world. 


Osiris was temporarily—daily—resurrected by Isis, who had 
fashioned a golden phallus for him viz. the first ray of morning sun 
afar off on the horizon, whereof she was impregnated (by daylight)... 
and Horus the sun-god was conceived... being born of a virgin- 
mother. More-so, the Metternich Stella, a monument from the 4" 
century BC, tells a story in which the child Horus is poisoned by Set— 
the ‘god of the red desert’ and brought back to life by the god Thoth at 
the request of his mother, Isis. 
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Figure 5.15: Six (6) images (as follows): 

i) Serapis 

ii) “Cadmus and Harmonia” by Evelyn De Morgan née Pickering (1877) 

iii) “Lilith” —the first wife of Adam by John Collier (1887) 

iv) Asclepius 

v) Laocoén 

vi) The Crucifixion—Jesus on the Cross bet ween the thieves: an extremely 
rare incunable woodcut folio leaf possibly by the First Antwerp 
Woodcutter or the Second Gouda W oodcutter (1487). Note: The three 
figures in the lower left comer may be Saint Longinus, Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus; the t wo figures on the lower right are the 
Virgin Mary and Saint John Mark. 


Figure 5.16: This Greek-made marble statue of Serapis follows the Egyptian 
convention of combining animal features (ram homs and ears) with a 
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Figure 5.17: Janus by Sebastian Miinster (1550) 
Wikimedia Commons 

In ancient Roman religion and myth, Janus is the god of 
beginnings, gates, transitions, time, duality, doorways, passages, 
frames, and endings. He is usually depicted as having two faces. Janus 
presided over the beginning and ending of conflict and, hence, of war 
and peace. 

As a god of transitions, he had functions pertaining to birth and to 
journeys and exchanges, and... in his association with Portunus, a 
similar harbour and gateway god; he was concerned with traveling, 
trading and shipping. 

Janus had no flamen nor specialized priest (sacerdos) assigned to 
him, but the King of the Sacred Rites (Rex Sacrorum) himself 
carried out his ceremonies. Janus had a ubiquitous presence in 
religious ceremonies throughout the year. As such, Janus was ritually 
invoked at the beginning of each ceremony, regardless of the main 
deity honored on any particular occasion. 


The ancient Greeks had no equivalent to Janus, whom the 
Romans claimed as distinctively their own. 


Figure 5.18: Michelangelo’s Moses at the Church of San Pietroin Vincoli 

The colossal statue carved by Michelangelo had been commissioned in 1513 

to adorn the tomb of the “Fearsome Warrior” Pope Julius II, but was not 

completed until the death of the pope, who is in fact buried in St. Peter’s 

Basilica in the Vatican. The work, inspired by Raphael and Donatello, depicts a 

majestic Moses sitting with the Tablets of the Law under his arm, while his 
other hand fondles his long beard. 

The moment represented by Michelangelo is the one which follows the 
delivery of the Commandments on Mount Sinai, when Moses finds the 
Israelites intent in worshiping a golden calf, a sign of worship of other gods. 
Moses is angry and seems to be on the verge of getting up and destroying 
everything: An anger which is perfectly expressed by the swollen veins and 
tensed muscles that appear to give life to the marble. 

The horns on the head of Moses apparently result from an incorrect 
translation of the Exodus book which says that “as Moses came down from 
Sinai, he had two rays on his forehead.” The Jewish “karan” or “Karnaim”— 
“rays”—may have been confused with “keren”—“horns.” 


Harpocrates son of Serapis and Isis, who, together with his parents, 
had strong links with Egyptian kingship. Isis was represented as a 
beautiful young woman wearing a sheath dress and either the 
hieroglyphic sign of the throne or a solar disk and cow’s horns on 
her head. 

Serapis was an invented god combining attributes of Osiris and 
Apis—the sacred bull: (The Apis bull was always associated with the 
king of Egypt and, among its many meanings, represented the strength 
and vitality of the reigning monarch: “Strong bull of his mother 
Hathor” was a common title for Egyptian gods and male kings). 
Dionysus was also sometimes represented in man-bull form with 
horns and was honored at fertility festivals. 

Serapis had a widespread cult in Ptolemaic Egypt and Hellenistic 


Greeks first called him Hades (to which Serapis bears a great 
resemblance... as does Christ Jesus). 

Other mythological characters associated with the story of Christ 
include Osiris, Attis, Dionysus, Adonis, and Mithras. The allegation 
is that the myths of Serapis Christus ef al. follow essentially the same 
storyline as the New Testament narrative of Jesus Christ. 


Harpocrates—god of silence and secrets was a Hellenization of the 
Egyptian Har-pa-khered or Heru-pa-khered, meaning “Horus the 
Child,” who represented the newborn sun, rising each day at dawn. 
He is usually depicted as a small boy with a finger held to his lips—an 
Egyptian gesture symbolizing childhood which the Greeks mistook for 
a hush for silence. 

Hellenistic religion developed in Ptolemaic Alexandria (and also an 
embodiment of hope, according to Plutarch). Hesychia was the 
personified spirit (daimona) of quiet, rest, silence and stillness. She was 
a daughter of Dike (Lady Justice) goddess of justice and the spirit of 
moral order and fair judgment based on immemorial custom, in the 
sense of socially enforced norms and conventional rules.. Her Roman 
equivalents were Quies (Quiet) and Silentia (Silence). 


Tyche (Roman equivalent: Fortuna) was the presiding tutelary deity 
who governed the fortune and prosperity of a city and its destiny; she 
was a capricious dispenser of good and ill fortune. In Classical Greek 
mythology, she is the daughter of Aphrodite (born from a pair of 
discarded testicles, who renewed her virginity after a swim in the sea at 
Paphos) and Hermes (Venus and Mercury)—herald of the gods who 
seduced the adulterous goddess of love with the help of his father Zeus. 

The Greek poet Hesiod called her the daughter of the Titan Oceanus 
and his consort Tethys; other writers attributed her fatherhood to Zeus, 
the supreme god. Her siblings included Eros, Harmonia, Phobos and 
Deimos, Pan, Priapus, and Hermaphroditus. 


Eros was the Greek god of love and sex. His Roman counterpart was 
Cupid ("desire"). The mischievous god of love carrying a lyre or a bow 
and arrow, a minion and constant companion of the goddess Aphrodite 

The poet Hesiod first represents him as a primordial deity who 
emerges self-born at the beginning of time to spur procreation. Eros 
was a primeval god, son of Chaos, the original primeval emptiness of 
the universe, but later tradition made him the son of Aphrodite, goddess 
of sexual love and beauty, by either Zeus (the king of the gods), Ares 
(god of war and of battle), or Hermes (divine messenger of the gods) 
Mercury, the winged messenger of the gods .... 

Harmonia (the nymph of the Akmonian Wood and mother of the 
Amazons) is the immortal Samothracian goddess of harmony and 
concord. Her Roman counterpart is Concordia. Her Greek opposite is 
Eris, whose Roman counterpart is Discordia. Almost always, Harmonia 
is the wife of Cadmus. With Cadmus, she was the mother of Agave, 
and Semele. 

Deimos (daimones, or personified spirits of fear Deimos represented 
terror and dread, while his brother Phobos was panic, flight and rout. 
They were sons of the war-god Ares who accompanied their father into 
battle, driving his chariot and spreading fear in his wake. The two 
moons of Mars are Phobos and Deimos. They are irregular in shape. 

Pan (the god of the wild, shepherds and flocks, nature of mountain 
wilds, rustic music and impromptus, and companion of the nymphs. He 
has the hindquarters, legs, and horns of a goat, in the same manner as a 
faun or satyr.) 

Priapus was a minor fertility god in Greek mythology, who was also 
the protector of livestock, fruit plants, and male genitals. He was 
depicted as having an oversized and permanent erection. 

Hermaphroditus a symbol of androgyny or effeminacy, and was 


Greece during the reign of Ptolemy I Soter—a companion and | Portrayed in Greco-Roman art as a female figure with male genitals. Cf. 


historian of Alexander the Great of the Kingdom of Macedon in 
northern Greece, founder of the Ptolemaic dynasty, and the first ruler 
of the Ptolemaic Kingdom: (Cleopatra VII Philopator was the last 
active ruler of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, which became a 
province of the Roman Empire upon her death). 

Serapis was a god with long hair and a full beard who was revered 
not only as a Sun-god but as the god of the afterlife, lord of the 
Underworld, and known for his healing and fertility aspects. The 
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Tiresias 


Set tries to kill Horus, Satan, in stark contrast, tempts Jesus in the 
desert, (cf. Matt.4, Mark 1:12-13, Luke 4:1-13). Anup the Baptizer viz. 
Anubis—jackal-headed god of the dead and inventor of the 
mummification process was the bastard son of Osiris and Nephthys 
wife of Set. Note: Horus was baptized by Anup in a river (cf., a ritual 


washing done during the coronation of Pharaohs, which were believed 
to be Horus in life and Osiris in death). 


Connected to Anubis, as a reference to embalming and mummification, 
the Imiut fetish was a stuffed, headless animal skin, often of a feline 
or bull. This funerary fetish was tied by the tail toa pole, terminating in 
a lotus bud and inserted into a stand and dates as far back as the First 
Dynasty (3100-2890 BC). 


2. Eros and Psyche 


Venus and Mars 
A Renaissance panel painting (ca. 1485) by Sandro Botticelli 

The four “childlike” pan figures playing with the sleeping warrior’s 
armour here may represent the seasons: Spring — coming in, wearing the 
god’s helm backwards and unable to look ahead must follow albeit 
having control of the hilt; Summer—glancing aback to Venus bears the 
weight of the polearm’s shaft; and fall—exiting by blowing a horn into 
the sleeper’s ear... and this, seemingly, replaces the weapon’s blade; and, 
lo! hiding within the god’s cuirass is winter: These four, insomuch as 
Mars’ anima be concerned are comparable to the four stages of the moon, 
as well, and the four Christianized heralds: St. Luke the ox—as the 
greatest domesticated beast since our earliest ancestors, the lion —or, the 
greatest of all wild animals, the eagle —as the greatest bird, and Matthew, 
represented by a “man” or “winged angelic figure.” 


One of the most common motifs of Christian art is the almost 
omnipresent Tetramorph. From the Greek tetra (“four”) and morphé 
(“form,” or “shape”) the word applies, in general, to any representation 
of a set of four elements. They correspond to the vision of the so-called 
“four living beings” of Ezekiel: the prophet describes four beings: “As for 
the appearance of their faces: the four had the face of a human being, the 
face of a lion on the right side, the face of an ox on the left side, and the 
face of an eagle” (Ezekiel 1:10). This tetramorph bore the throne or chariot 
of the Lord. 


Princess Psyche was of unmatched beauty, so much so that her 
admirers neglected Venus-Aphrodite and, instead, worshipped the 
mortal Psyche: (cf. the Greco-Roman myth of Andromeda). The 
goddess was thus offended... and so ordered her son, Eros-Cupid, to 
work her revenge. In doing so, Eros scratched himself with one of his 
own fiery arrows and swooned deeply in love with the “mortal” 
princess, and disobeyed his mother’s order. 

Psyche, though, after sharing a night of passionate romance, having 
“pandoraic curiosity” attempted to see sleeping Eros, but was startled 
at the sight of his beauty to the point of wounding herself on one of 
the iron bolts in the godling’s quiver. She was struck with a feverish 
passion and spilled a drop of hot oil from “her lamp” viz. “her 
vagina” and woke him up. He instantly fled. Psyche tried to pursue 
Eros but he abandoned her on a riverbank. Thus began her terrible 
grief, from which Psyche she could only escape with the aid of Eros— 
as with Persephone in Hades. 

Zeus/Jupiter, though, pitied her and granted her immortality. 
Freed from death, her “soul-body” could fly freely (on butterfly 
wings), soaring, departing from the shackles of the “graven chrysalis” 
of death. Note: The word for butterfly in formal Greek is “psyche,” 
thought to be “the soul of the dead.” Ancient Greeks also named the 
butterfly “scolex” (“worm”), whilest the “chrysalis,” which is the 
next stage of metamorphosis from a caterpillar, was called 
“nekydallon” (meaning “the shell of the dead’). Thus, the 


metamorphosis of the butterfly inspires use of butterflies as a symbol 
of the soul’s exit from the body. 


Scottish anthropologist Sir James George Frazer authored “The 
Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion” (originally titled 
“The Golden Bough: A Study in Comparative Religion” in its first 
edition)—a wide-ranging, comparative study of mythology and 
religion. In Chapter XXXII: “The Ritual of Adonis” he wrote about 
death and resurrection as applied to the “vegetative god,” Adonis 
(q.v.). In prehistory, there were principally only three seasons: summer, 
winter, and spring—these correlating to life, death, and resurrection 
(v.i.)... more importantly, having relevance to “mankind” in context of 
“his” Janus-faced sexuality, whereby a penis is either soft or hard. 


Hecate is one of the personifications of Arthemis 
Persephone (the Latin Proserpina), in how much 
placed underground like spouse of Pluto or Ade. 
Arthemis was the twin sister of Apollon (in its turn 
identified with the sun), lover of the hunting, 
represented with the arc and the quiver, crowned 
from a increasing moon scythe, voted to the chastity, 
and protecting young virgin people, and the 
Amazons, symbol of the femininity in expansion and 
increase, in the full of her vigor. The goddess was 
also represented with three bodies and three heads: of 
dog, of lion and mare (Fig.8). 

A particular image three-headed of Hecate, 
mentioned in a hymn of the magical Papyrus of Paris, 
where is spoken about the Trivia moon, goddess of 
the three decades, with three faces, that consist in one 
human head with on the left one head of dog, and at 
right one head of cattle, or goat, or panther. 


Three-headed Hecate the lunar phases, scanned from 
a rhythm three plus three (new, increasing before the 
first quarter, and then first quarter; full, last quarter, 
decreasing after the last quarter), therefore from the 
invisibility to the full presence, that could have given 
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origin to the metaphor of the three ages of the life of 
the man, from his apparition to his disappearance. 
This reality, not casually, is just, like already has 
been pointed out, the enigma that the Sphinx puts to 
Oedipus, fundamental enigma, tied to the more 
immediate speculation, regarding the man himself 
and his worldly vicissitude. 

With the name of Hecate, instead, is represented the 
new moon, like the Mesopotamian dark moon, 
symbol of death from which all re-births, powerful 
in sky, in earth and on the seas, tied to the world of 
the magic. For such its prerogatives, she was 
considered goddess of the Infernal. 

As the god of the sun, Shamash was the heroic 
conqueror of night and death who swept across the 
heavens on horseback or, in some representations, in 
a boat or chariot. He bestowed light and life. Because 
he was of a heroic and wholly ethical character, he 
only rarely figured in mythology, where the gods 
behaved all too often like mortals. 


In Mesopotamian religion, Sin (Akkadian, Sumerian 
Nanna) was the god of the moon and the father of the 
sun god, Shamash (Sumerian: Utu), and, in some 
myths, of Ishtar (Sumerian: Inanna) viz. the Greco- 
Roman goddess of Aphrodite- Venus—and with them 
formed an astral triad of deities. 


The Hebrew word for moon is “yareakh,” though this isn’t the tiny 
celestial body orbiting the earth... in the Book of Genesis, in the story 
of creation, “the moon” is described as the “lesser light” that God 
created to “rule the night”: “And God made two great lights; the greater 
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the 
stars also” (Genesis 1:16). 

The word “yareakh” is quite ancient, preceding Hebrew itself, but it 
is found in multiple other languages. Semitic languages such as 
Southern Arabic, Ge’ez and Akkadian also contain the word “y areakh,” 
but in those it means “new moon.” 

This is the source of the biblical Hebrew word for month “yerakh,” 
as the Hebrew calendar measures the month from new moon to 
new moon. (Modem Hebrew uses the word khodesh for “month,” 
from khadash, the word for “new,” once again referring to the new 
moon!) 

Unlike in the case of the above mentioned languages, in Hebrew and 
Ugaritic, the word “yareakh” simply means moon. 


Like the word shemesh — sun, which we discussed 
earlier this week — the moon was also deified: it was 
seen as a god, the moon god Yareakh, yet we have 
little information about the worship of this god. Most 
of the information is from a poem found in Ugaritic 
(in modern-day Syria), describing the god's marriage 
to the moon goddess Nikkal, who is also the goddess 
of fruit. 
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The worship of Yareakh slowly died off until 
disappearing completely in the first millennium BC. 


Yarikh, also spelled Yareah, ancient West Semitic 
moon god whose marriage to the moon goddess 
Nikkal (Sumerian: Ningal, “Queen’) was the subject 
of a poem from ancient Ugarit. The first part of the 
poem recorded the courtship and payment of the 
bride-price, while the second half was concerned with 
the feminine aspects of the marriage. Fertility, 
symbolized by the birth of offspring, was believed to 
be the principal result of the marriage; thus, the 
Canaanites believed that fruitfulness in heaven would 
also result in terrestrial abundance for human beings. 


The spirit of Horus would indwell within the sick and the blind and 
they would be cured; he’d cast out demons, and walked on water... 
and both have been depicted riding upon an ass. Horus raised “Asar” 
from the dead: (“Asar” translates to “Lazarus”; so too was he crucified 
and, after three days, two women announced him resurrected. 
Sometimes, like Odinn Alfédr of the AKsir, Horus was believed to be 
the god of the sky and at the god of war, but he was never described as 
a “savior of humanity.” 

(cf. Alan Gardiner, “The Baptism of Pharaoh,” The Journal of Egy ptian 
Archaeology, vol. 36). Written in 1280 B.C., the Book of the 

Dead describes a God, Horus. 


Anubis, as being the “preparer of the way of the other world”, just as 
John the Baptist came to prepare the way for the Lord, and a 
connection between the Old Testament and the New (as a return of 
Elijah in which John denies being), as being the last Prophet-King and 
the first Christian saint. 


Ap-uat was the “opener of the ways,” being born at the beginning at the 
Egy ptian New Year, when it occurred at the summer solstice with the 
inundation of the Nile. 

Apuat/Wep wawet is identified not only with Thoth but also with Osiris, 
who in turn has been identified with Jesus. More-so, Osiris and Anubis 
alike not only were associated with the afterlife but also symbolized 
both the star Sirius and different aspects of the sun, Osiris frequently 
representing the sun at night, while, like Horus, Anubis was the sun at 
the horizon, whether rising or setting. 

According to Plutarch... Anubis is the horizon itself, representing the 
line between light and dark. He may thus also be considered “twilight.” 
The comparison between John the Baptizer and Anubis becomes 
increasingly apparent, as Anubis would represent the summer solstice 
and Osiris the winter, while John the Baptist was supposedly born at 
the summer solstice, six months before Jesus, who was purportedly 
born at the winter solstice, according to popular tradition. This 
juxtaposition of John and Jesus as the sun at summer and winter 
solstice brings vividly to light the meaning of the enigmatic remark 
made by “the Baptist” at John 3.30: “Hemust increase, but I must 
decrease.” As the sun passes through the summer solstice, the days 
begin to decrease in length, until the winter solstice, when the day’s 
increase again. 


Anubis is also the messenger of the gods, equivalent to the Greek god 
Hermes or Mercury, the counterpart of the Egyptian lunar god Thoth. 
Moreover, like Thoth, whose emblem is the Tau or T, Anubis is “never 
without a cross,” specifically the life-giving ankh, one of the holiest 
symbols in Egyptian religion. 

The connection between the ankh and thecross of Jesus is made more 
apparent when in Matthew 10:37, Jesus tells his disciples, “And he who 
does not take his cross and follow Meis not worthy of Me.” Luke and 
Mark have similar variations of this passage. St. Paul is also said to be 
“crucified with Christ” often in his crucifixion mysticism. The 
Egyptian cross could be what Jesus is referring to in his 
commandments above. The ankh was a sign of royalty and life, 
whereas the cross of Christ was a symbolof debasement and sacrifice 
(but transformed into the means for “eternal life”). 


Diony sus bastard son sired by Zeus of Semele Thyone daughter of the 
Phoenician/Boeotian hero Cadmus (founder king of Thebes): She was 
the only mortal to become the parent of a god. Dionysus, also called 
Bacchus in Greco-Roman religion, or Liber Pater (in Rome), was the 
patron god of the Orphics, who they connected to death and 
immortality. He symbolized the one who guides the process of 
reincarnation. 
Like Jesus bastard son of the Temple Prostitute (i.e., “vestal virgin”) 
Mary sired by God viz. raped by the Germanic legionnaire Pantera— 
referred to as the Angel Gabriel in Scripture, Dionysus is a demi-god in 
human form, born of a mortal mother by a divine father, who dies and 
is resurrected. So too, Jesus, as Dionysus, is a god whose tragic passion 
is re-enacted by eating his flesh and drinking his blood. 
Like Jesus, Dionysus is a miraculous godling associated with 
“alchemical transubstantiation” and the “immortality of the soul.” Like 
Christianity, the religion of Dionysus spread like wildfire. Like Jesus, 
Dionysus is the god of the visionary state achieved through the 
sacrament... albeit the rites of Dionysus frequently involved violent 
sacrificial death, which would make a Christian cringe. 

gallus (pl. galli) were castrated priests of the Phrygian goddess 
Cybele and her consort-son Attis (cf. Nero and Julia Agrippina the 
Younger), whose worship was incorporated into the State religious 
practices. Her priests would regularly self-mutilate themselves upon 
entering into service of the goddess—castrating themselves before the 
altar of the goddess in a state of orgiastic frenzy. 


The great Sod of the kadeshim (Baal temple sodomites) performed ritual 
homosexual acts in the Canaanite shrines and temples. A gallus (pl. galli) —the 
most infamous of all prostitutes—was a wandering beggar who became a eunuch 
priest of the Great Mother of the Phrygian Gods, Cybele, and her consort Attis, by 
performing voluntary self-castration— removing both the testicles and the penis 
with old-fashioned tools, such as sharp stones or Samian potsherds (relating to the 
Greek island, Samos), during an ecstatic celebration called the Dies sanguinis, or 
“Day of Blood,” which took place on March 24th— the 365th and last day of the 
year in many European implementations of the Julian calendar. 

In the Hebrew Bible, kadeshim were men who had assumed a homosexual gender 
role and are consistently paralleled with the female equivalent: It says that the entire 
congregations of Kadeshim are equal with the priests. Kadeshim were common in 
Judea, and in 2 Kings 23. 7, we discover that these “consecrated perverts” were 
located “in the male shrine in the temple of the Lord, where the women wove 
hangings for the grove.” 


Dionysus is called twice-born because he was born from Semele and 
then, while she was dying, Zeus saved him by sewing him up in his 
thigh and keeping him there until he reached maturity. He then "gave 
birth" to Dionysus, thus making him twice-born. 


Top Left: Self-Portrait as the Young Sick Bacchus (Italian: Bacchino Malato) by 
Caravaggio (ca. 1583) 


Top Right: Christ consecrating bread and wine by John Constable (1809) 


Bottom: Attis with his attributes: The primitive stone knife in his left hand 
indicates his self castration and death while the fruits in his right are tokens 
of his annual revival 


The Phry gians worshipped the pine above other trees: Further, pine- 
cones were regarded as symbols or rather instruments of fertility. Attis 
was a human being transformed into a pine-tree; ivy was sacred to Attis 
and his eunuch priests were tattooed with a pattern of ivy leaves. A 
statue of him in the Lateran Museum at Rome clearly indicates his 
relation to the fruits of the earth, and particularly to the corn; for it 
represents him with a bunch of ears of corn and fruit in his hand, and a 
wreath of pine-cones, pomegranates, and other fruits on his head. 


Dionysus (Bacchus) son of Zeus and Semele—the only Olympian 
with a mortal mother was worshiped as early as ca. 1500-1100 BC by 
Bronze Age Mycenaean Greeks, which shared many cultural features 
with the Minoans. All of antiquity extolled Dionysus as the god who 
gave man “wine.” However, he was known also as the raving god 
whose presence makes man mad and incites him to savagery and even 
to lust for “blood.” As the “Lord of Souls,” he was confidant and 
companion of the spirits of the dead. 

During the Dionysia festivals the “maenads”—human women 
made mad by the wine god would enter a trance, dancing to the beat of 
drums and waving “thyrsi”: wands made of fennel stalks bound 
together with grapevines and ivy. The thyrsi were symbols of fertility 
and reproduction and also of intoxication. Sometimes they would go 
into a frenzy during which they gained supernatural powers. It was 
said that the maenads would tear apart animals—and even humans— 
with their bare hands... in fact, this is how Dionysus died. 

As a “dying-rising” god, Dionysus was identified with Osiris and 
Jesus, although the details of Dionysus’ death and rebirth are starkly 
different in content and symbolism from Jesus. Stories of the 
dismemberment of Osiris and the re-assembly and resurrection by Isis 
closely parallel those of the Orphic Dionysus and Demeter. 

The old Theban prophet, Tiresias, and his friend, Cadmus, the former 
king of Thebes, make their way to Mount Cithaeron to worship 
Dionysus. They wear fawn skins and bear the ivy-capped stalks 
(thyrsus) favored by Bacchants. As they head toward the mountain, 
they reflect the fundamental inequality between gods and men. Gods 
are immortal; men are not. Gods are all powerful; men are not. Gods 
can control events; men cannot. Even the sharpest of mortal minds is no 
match for divine forces. 
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Tiresias: “To the gods we mortals are all ignorant.” 
Euripides, “The Bacchae,” Episode 1 

“The Bacchae” not only draws on Greek mythology but also explores 
the tensions and conflicts between the human and the divine, sanity and 
insanity, reason andirrationality, social order and religious frenzy, male 
and female, the familiar and the unfamiliar, and the self and the other. 
Among other important topics for reflection, Kuripides asks his audience to 
consider the nature of justice, religious belief, and suffering. 


Pentheus, a young king, son of Agave daughter of Cadmus, sister of 
Semele (who died before Dionysus was born), and cousin of Dionysus, 
is opposed to the new Dionysian religion spreading throughout Thebes, 
although he finds the new religion intriguing. To Pentheus Dionysus is 
chaotic and unbound by law. Law, the basis of social order, must be 
preserved. 

Tiresias provides several warnings to Pentheus, all of which go 
unheeded. Although the Dionysian religion is new and from a foreign 
land, Tiresias and Cadmus agree to make a thyrsus, don the fawn skins 
and crowns of garland, and set off to Mount Cithaeron to participate in 
Diony sian rituals. 

Dionysian followers called the Bacchae have run off to the forests of 
Mount Cithaeron to engage in orgiastic rites and a variety of unusual 
behaviors, from hunting with their bare hands to suckling woodland 
creatures. Agave has been taken over by the god Dionysus, who is 
angry with her for rejecting his divinity and telling a lie about his 
mother, her sister, Semele. 

When Pentheus sees his mother and aunts have been completely 
overcome by wild ecstasy, he is afraid for what this new religion has 
done to them, but also what it may do to the people of Thebes— 
particularly women, over whom he does not want to lose control. He 
determines to imprison and punish Dionysus and his followers, the 
Bacchae. 

In ademonic Dionysian trance, Agave descends upon her son, 
Pentheus, and tears him apart, believing she is killing a wild lion. When 
she comes to her senses and sees she has killed her own son, she is 
distraught. Dionysus banishes her from Thebes to make her punishment 
complete. The audience is left to wonder if her crimes against the god 
and her sister Semele merit the punishment Dionysus metes out. 


Dionysus was depicted as either an older, bearded god or an 
effeminate, long-haired youth. His attributes included the “thyrsos” (a 
pine-cone tipped staff), a drinking cup and a crown of ivy. His 
companions were the sileni and nymphs, which engaged in drinking, 
flute-playing, dancing, or amorous pursuits... also, maenads—human 
women made mad by the wine god. 

Dionysus has a dual nature, on the one hand bringing joy and divine 
ecstasy and wild frenzy... on the other, unthinking, savage brutality. If 
he chooses Dionysus can drive a man mad thus reflecting both sides of 
wines nature. So, in a sense, he represents all the possible side effects 
of overindulgence. 


Matthew 10.34 
4 Think not that Iam come to send peace on earth: I 
came not to send peace, but a sword. 


Matthew 26.52 

>? Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword 
into his place: for all they that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword. 


In the “Cainite” Festival of Min a blood sacrifice (wine) 
immediately preceded “the ceremony of the sheaf offering” (bread), 
which was offered up to the god-king, Min-Kamutef “White Bull of 
his Mother”: (Cf., the royal mystery cult of Mithras—which parallels 
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Christianity insomuch as Mithras was born of a virgin, had a last 
supper, died and was resurrected, etc...). 

Lactucarium is the milky fluid secreted from the base of the stems 
of several species of “wild lettuce,” especially Lactuca virosa—known 
as “lettuce opium” because of its putative sedative and analgesic 
properties. It has also been used as an aphrodisiac, which promotes a 
mild sensation of psychoactive euphoria (based on its depiction in 
ancient Egyptians hierogly phics). 

The lettuce plant (Lactuca virosa and/or Lactuca serriola) has been 
associated with the “vulva” (external female genital organs), including 
(as follows): the mons pubis, labia majora, labia minora, Bartholin 
glands, and clitoris—if not the internal reproductive organs: uterus and 
ovaries) and lactucarium juice, known as “lettuce opium,” has been 
associated with “sperm.” 


Female Mandrake, Alchemy Plant 


Left: Woodcut of female figure with a mandrake plant growing from the 
top of herheads, 1491 

Right: A young woman in a test tube as the homunculus in Eve’s image; 
Hatmehit (“foremost of the fish” in the Nile Delta), and the Syrian fish- 
goddess, Derkoto of Ascalon, mother of thedemigoddess Semiramis the 
Divine Dove—whose son, Tammuz / Dumuzi theS hepherd was sired by 
Nimrod the Mighty Hunter son of Cush son of Ham son of Noah, after his 
death in the form of thesun’s rays: creating the world’s first mother/son 
cult... which survives today, most notably, as Mariology. 

Note: The “sun” and “moon” and “mystical snakes” express chemical 
reactions related to fertility, temptation, and the origin oflife. 


Mandrake is the common name for members of genus 
Mandragora, particularly Mandragora officinarum, belonging to the 
nightshades family (Solanaceae). The roots sometimes resemble 
human figures and have long been used in magic rituals. 

According to the legend, “when the root is dug up it screams and 
kills all who hear it.” Literature includes complex directions for 
harvesting a mandrake root in relative safety. It was a common 
folklore that mandrake would only grow where “the semen of a hanged 
man had dripped on to the ground’”—the reason for the methods 
employed by the alchemists who “projected human seed into animal 
earth.” 

All parts of the mandrake plant are poisonous. Uses in witchcraft 
and magic include baneful work, Satanic herbals, and divination and 
prosperity spells. 


Bread (semen) and Wine (female ejaculate): Female ejaculation refers 
to the expulsion of fluid from a female’s urethra during orgasm or 
sexual arousal. The urethra is the duct that carries urine from the 
bladder to the outside of the body. There are two different types of 
female ejaculate (as follows): 
i) Squirting fluid: This fluid is usually colorless and odorless, and it 
occurs in large quantities. 
ii) Ejaculate fluid: This type more closely resembles male semen. It 
is typically thick and appears milky. 


Northrop Frye points out, “Fertility means food and 
drink, bread and wine, body and blood, the union of 
male and female” (Frye 193). 


That Christ changed “water to wine” as his first miracle is synonymous 
with His blessing of the consecrated “bread and wine” at the Last 


Supper, as well as, on the third day after His crucifixion, Whence 
Jesus appears to Simon bar Cléophas (meaning 
“glory to the father’) brother of Joseph husband of 
the Virgin Mary—a disciple found nowhere else in 
the Bible and one other disciple on the road to 
Emmaus, yet “their eyes were holden” so that they 
could not recognize him. Later, as they supped 
together, “in the breaking of bread” (Luke 24.30), 
“their eyes were opened” and they recognized him 
(Luke 24.31)—demonstrating that the risen Christ is 
no mere “spirit” but flesh and blood. Cf. 
Longinus—the name given to the unnamed Roman 
soldier who pierced the side of Jesus with a lance 
bringing forth blood mixed with water (John 
19.34)—united by the Spirit in the water of baptism 
and the wine of the Eucharist (cf. 1 John 5:5-8). This 
fell into his nigh-blind eyes, washing them clean so 
as to restore his sight... and who in medieval and 
some modern Christian traditions is described as a 
convert to Christianity. 


In Arthurian legend, the “bleeding spear of Longinus” is 
described as the “Holy Spear of Destiny,” which was found by 
Parzival, a Grail Knight, in the Wounded Fisher King’s Castle of 


Munsalvaesche (“mons salvationis”’) by the bedside of 
Joseph of Arimathea the “Tin Man of Cornwall.” 
The Fisher King is a ruler of a barren, infertile 
domain—a wasteland—and is as impotent and 
unhealthy as his kingdom. According to Weston, 
the land and the king are inextricably bound; the 
life of one depends on the life of the other. The 
only way he and the land can be rescued from 
their malaise is through the bravery of a knight, 
often Gawain or Perceval, wielding the Holy 
Grail, retrieved from a haunted chapel, “Chapel 
Perilous.” 


we can trace the origins of the Fisher King back 
to figures such as Adonis. They are both heroes, 
more than men but less than gods, who share the 
fate of the land. The Fisher King waits, sick and 
powerless, for the coming of a knight who will 
restore his vigor. Adonis waits for the coming of 
spring to bring vitality back to the earth. They 
are both existing in a sort of life-in-death and 
the people who worship them depend on their 
resurrection for their own survival. 

“In this decayed hole among the mountains/In 
the faint moonlight, the grass is singing/Over 


the tumbled graves, about the chapel/There is 
the empty chapel, only the wind’s home” (T.S. 
Eliot, “The Waste Land” Il. 385-388). Chapel 
Perilous is the supposed resting place of the 
Holy Grail, the cup that would bring salvation to 
the Fisher King. 

April, the month in which the poem opens and a 
symbol of fertility gods, is often the month in 
which Easter falls, the Christian holiday 
recognizing the resurrection of Jesus. Just as 
rituals for Adonis honored spring and 
represented the humbling of the people to their 
deity, so does Easter. 

from the Garden of Gethsemane to Golgotha 
One of Frazer’s most stirring claims in The 
Golden Bough is that Jesus is a fertility god in 
the lineage of Adonis. He writes, “When we 
reflect how often the Church has skilfully 
contrived to plant the seeds of the new faith on 
the old stock of paganism, we may surmise that 
the Easter celebration of the dead and risen 
Christ was grafted upon a similar celebration of 
the dead and risen Adonis” (qtd. in North 34). 
The resurrection of Jesus three days after his 
crucifixion, celebrated on Easter, and its 
signification as the point at which salvation is 
opened to all Christians is the Biblical analogue 
to the coming of the spring rains for the 
ancients. It also represents a shift of attention 
from earth to the next world: from temporal to 
eternal. The extravagant ceremonies and lavish 
celebrations of Paganism seem to be in direct 
opposition to strict Christian doctrine, yet both 
were essentially seeking the same end: life for 
their followers. The Greeks and Italians were 
seeking worldly life through a successive harvest 
and the Christians were striving for an afterlife 
in heaven. By combining Greek and Christian 
allusions, Eliot’s “The Waste Land” unites these 
impulses into a drive that will take us to the end 
of the poem and the search for peace amidst the 
rubble. 


Tiresias, the blind prophet, was an apt symbol 
for the amalgamation of resurrection heroes 
because of his mythological qualities. Having 
lived as a man and a woman, consciously on 
earth and also in the underworld, and given the 
gift of prophecy —living in the present and the 
future—he is the closest any mortal could come 
to omniscience. his appearance in Sophocles’ 
Oedipus Rex, in which the city of Thebes is beset 
by a terrible plague: another urban wasteland. 
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His life in the underworld, where he met heroes 
such as Ulysses and Aeneas, makes him an 
embodiment of earth and hell, just like Adonis 
and the other figures that coalesce around him. 
Tiresias is witness to this act not only to give us 
an outside perspective but because, just as he is 
one with Adonis, the Fisher King, and Jesus, he 
is united with the couple. “And I Tiresias,” he 
admits in an aside, “have foresuffered 
all,/Enacted on this same divan or bed.” ((T.S. 
Eliot, “The Waste Land” ll. 243-244). Just as the 
couple is linked to sexual virility, the health of 
the Fisher King is linked to the fertility of the 
land, and Christian piety is linked to spiritual 
longevity, Tiresias is bound to all of these, 
unifying these contingencies in a confluence 
spanning hundreds of years of cultural history. 


In ancient Rome, the followers of Cybele believed that their goddess had a consort who 
was born via a virgin birth. His name was Attis, and he died and was resurrected 
each year during the time of the vernal equinox on the Julian calendar (between 
March 22" and March 25'"—nine months before the midwinter Yule solstice—the 
shortest day of the year. In Wicca, it is thought to be the time whence the Sun Child, 
or God of Light, is born of the Goddess. 

The Christian holiday of Easter is very near this same time, and is determined as the 

first Sunday after the first full moon after the Vernal Equinox and Passover, which 

falls on the first new moon following the vernal equinox. 
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Man the seed, woman the incubator 
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Homunculus 

The little pre-formed person in the sperm. An imaginary 
tion of what a sperm might look like, if able to be seen cle 
by Nicolaus Hartsoeker in Essai de diotropique, 1694. 


Medieval Christian art often depicted the Edenic Serpent as a 
woman (often identified as Lilith), thus both emphasizing the serpent’s 
seductiveness as well as its relationship to Eve. But we must not 
underestimate the very obvious comparison of the worm or serpent to 
the phallus, whether erect or not—as with the staff of Asclepius or even 
as with Moses and the brazen serpent which he hung upon a post viz. 
rather than in prophecy of the crucifixion of the Suffering Servant. 


Satan—in the guise of the serpent—instigated the Fall of Man by 
tricking Eve into breaking God’s Command. Thus te serpent can 
represent temptation, the devil, and deceit. The snake is phallic, but 
also can be seen as androgynous. 

Earthworms are hermaphrodite organisms, meaning that each 
earthworm has both male and female sexual reproduction organs: 
However, they cannot reproduce alone. They must pair with another 
worm for successful reproduction to occur. Most earthworms are better 
at regenerating tails than heads, but some can. They don't reproduce 
asexually, however; only half (and likely the head half) of an 
earthworm split in two will regenerate into a full worm once again. 

Slugs are all hermaphrodites and can fertilize themselves, but they 
can mate, too. By releasing pheromones into their slime, slugs indicate 
a readiness to mate—and some make quite a spectacle of it: A pair will 
find each other by tasting slimy residue left behind one another in 
tracks on the ground. At the time of mating, one or both of the slugs 
may become pregnant. In extreme cases a slug can make itself pregnant 
(very uncommon as it is an extreme form of inbreeding with no mixing 
of genes from different parents). 

Earthworms can perform both male and female functions and mate 
every 7 to 10 days. The mating process takes around 24 hours. Two 
mature worms lie next to each other head to tail and bring their sex 
organs into contact. The male cells on each worm then fertilize the 
female cells on the other by exchanging sperm. 


Most species of slugs are generalists, feeding on a broad spectrum of 
organic materials, including leaves from living plants, lichens, 
mushrooms, and even carrion. Some slugs are predators and eat other 
slugs and snails, or earthworms. 


So while the Hebrew word “nachash” is clearly the word for 
common snakes, these commentators have concluded that the 
compound word “saraphim nachashim” should be translated “fiery 
flying serpents.” It would appear that the seraph was a reptilian, snake- 
like creature, distinguished from common snakes predominantly by its . 


According to the Bible, Nehushtan was a metal serpent mounted on a 
staff that Moses had made, by God's command, to cure the Israelites of 
snake bites while wandering in the desert. The symbol of snakes on a 
staff or pole is a motif that is widespread in both the ancient Near East 
and the M editerranean. 


The Queen of Heaven and the Holy Ghost 


The Divine Triad of Syrian Gods: Ba'alshamin, Aglibol, and 
Malakbel at Bir Wereb, near Palmyra - an oasis in the Syrian Desert, 
north-east of Damascus standing at the crossroads of a trade route that 
linked the Roman Empire to Persia, India and China. The triad of 
Ba'alshamin, Aglibol, and Malakbel were developed during the first 
half of the 1“ century AD. These gods are represented here in Roman 
military dress, a distinctive feature of Palmyrene religious 
iconography. 

Palmyra once contained the monumental ruins of a great city that was 
one of the most important cultural centers of the ancient world. From the 
1“'to the2"’ century, the art and architecture of Palmyra married Graeco- 
Roman techniques with local traditions and Persian influences. The ruins of 
this once-great city had been given UNESCO World Heritage status, but 
the ISIS jihadist group occupied the city (twice) —in 2015 and 2016—and 
destroyed the Temple of Bel, the Temple of Ba’alshamin—second in 
importance only to the temple of Bel, the Arch of Triumph and part of a 2™ 
century Roman theater—all major landmarks of the ancient city. Statues in 
Palmyra’s museum were toppled and mutilated... and Khaled al-Asaad, the 
82-year-old head of antiquities in Palmyra, was executed. 


Malakbél (Aramaic: “Messenger of Baal" or "Angel of the Lord") 
was a sun deity of the city of Palmyra in pre-Islamic Syria. The Greek 
identified Malakbel with Hermes and the Romans with Sol. He was 
also similar to the Babylonian sun god Shamash. Malakbel is usually 
accompanied by Aglibol—the moon god and sometimes the goddess 


The triad was thus formed through the association of two old gods of 
the Palmyrene religion with the supreme god. The triads of Bel, who is 
depicted with the solar god Yarhibol and Aglibol, and of 
Ba'alshamin-Aglibol-Malakbel are the only ones known to have 


existed at that time. This sculpture is the most significant and oldest 
known depiction of the triad of Ba'alshamin. 


Nimrod Semiramis 
* " “The Dove 


Semiramis was initially included 
in the pagan Babylonian trinity 
as the holy spirit (the dove) 


The Seed of Woman 


In his discussion of the ancient Greeks, the German 
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche used the terms 
Dionysian and Apollonian to describe the two sides 
of human nature. Dionysian urges—sensual and 
irrational impulses—are named for Dionysus. The 
term Apollonian refers to the rational side of human 
behavior associated with the god Apollo. 
Interestingly, these two gods, with their very different 
natures, actually shared a shrine at Delphi. Dionysus 
was said to have the gift of prophecy, and the priests 
at Delphi honored him almost as much as they 
honored Apollo. 


In the 5 century scenes of the crucifixion began to appear in 
Christian art. The cross, itself, only began to be used as a symbol of 
Christianity about the same time. This first image of the crucifixion of 
Christ appears on a single relief panel on the early 5th c. wooden doors 
of the Church of Santa Sabina in Rome. Santa Sabina is the church at 
which the pope celebrates Ash Wednesday each year. Construction 
commenced during the pontificate of Pope Celestine I (422-433) and 
was consecrated in 440. There are two fascinating aspects of this work. 
First, it is the only representation of the crucifixion taking this design. 
You will note that crosses are not clearly represented, only three 
pediment shapes, a horizontal beam, and two vertical posts in the 
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background seemingly dividing the composition into sections. (A 
vertical post might be suggested just above the head of the left figure.) 
If the background represents tau crosses surmounted by pitched roof 
shapes for emphasis, it is puzzling that the crucified figures are not 
attached to the crosses. 


This second image (above) may have been made earlier than the 
Santa Sabina one. It was carved as a relief panel for a small ivory box, 
probably in Rome but perhaps in Gaul, around 420-30. It is 3 x 4 inches 
in size. This, of course, is a more traditional representation of the event. 
We can see that the suicide of Judas is depicted on the left. The erect 
posture of Christ on the cross and his alertness and robust body (unlike 
the limp body of Judas) might strike us, who are used to seeing the 
suffering Christ on the cross, as strange and unreal. In fact, this 
crucified and yet ‘live’ Christ appears indestructible and triumphant. 

This crucifixion scene may reflect the Christological debates 
that raged across Christianity from the 2" through 6" centuries. The 
non-suffering Christ may be expressive of an aspect of one of the 
theories that influenced the doctrine adopted at the Council of 
Chalcedon (451). The Council declared that “in Christ there are two 
natures, human and divine”, each retaining its own properties, united 
in one single person: The triumphant Christ is meant to remind 
people that Jesus the person was fully divine as well as fully human. 
This early representation of the non-suffering but crucified Christ is 
the first in the oldest and longest running tradition of representations of 
the crucified Christ. 

The principal purpose of the Council was to re-assert the doctrine of 
Council of Ephesus against the heresy derivative of Eutyches and 
Nestorius: Eutyches declared that Christ was “‘a fusion of human and 
divine elements”: According to Nestorius, all the human experiences 
and attributes of Christ are to be assigned to “the mortal man,” as a 
distinct personal subject from “God the Logos,” though united to God 
the Word from the moment of his conception. In opposition to this, 
Eutyches inverted the assertion to the opposite extreme, asserting that 
human nature and divine nature were combined into the single nature of 
Christ without any alteration, absorption or confusion: that of the 
incarnate Word. Such heresies attempted to dismantle and separate 
Christ’s divine nature from his humanity (Nestorianism) and further, to 
limit Christ as solely divine in nature (M onophysitism). 


Note: In 325, the First Council of Nicaea—the first ecumenical 
council determined that Jesus Christ was God, “consubstantial” with 
the Father, and rejected the Arian contention that ‘Jesus was a created 
being.’ This was reaffirmed at the First Council of Constantinople 
(381) and the Council of Ephesus (431). 


The symbol originated when Mercury once attempted to stop a fight 
between two snakes by throwing his rod at them, whereupon they 
twined themselves around the rod, and the symbol was born. [2,8,9] 
The Rod of Asclepius belongs to Aesculapius, who was the revered 
Greek god of healing. 
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Rod of Asclepius Caduceus WorldEgg 


Crooked Papal Cross of Crucifixion (3 views) 


Jesus applied it as a foreshadowing of his own act of salvation through 
being lifted up on the cross, stating "And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 


The snake figure was associated with Asclepius, the ancient Greek God 
of medicine, and possessed benevolent properties. It was believed to be 
able to cure a patient or a wounded person just by touch. The snake is 
also connected with pharmacology and antisepsis, as snakes possess 
anti-venom against their own poison. 

Snakes were regularly regarded as guardians of the Underworld or 
messengers between the Upper and Lower worlds because they lived in 
cracks and holes in the ground. The Gorgons of Greek myth were 
snake-women (a common hybrid) whose gaze would turn flesh into 
stone, the most famous of them being Medusa. 

Revelation 1:14-15 offers a clue that Jesus’ skin was a darker hue and 
that his hair was woolly in texture. The hairs of his head, it says, "were 
white as white wool, white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 
his feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace.” 


9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upona pole, and it 
came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the 
serpent of brass, he lived. 


Numbers 21.9 (KJV) 


The bronze serpent on a rod, whose mere contemplation is sufficient to 
cure anyone bitten by a snake, sy mbolizes salvation. 

Bronze, (chiefly copper) representing human nature 

Sin of the Golden Calf was an idol (a cult image) made by the Israelites 
when Moses went up to Mount Sinai. 

a representation of the Egyptian bull god Apis in the earlier period and 

of the Canaanite fertility god Baal in the latter. 

representing the justified human nature of Jesus that was sacrificed for 

us toremove our sins. ... In other words, the goat hair covering 


represents our old nature (the fleshly ), in which we have our spiritual 
hopes. 
The cross symbolizes Jesus and the snake is a symbol of Satan. 

In Genesis 3.14-15, God curses the serpent: 

“Andthe LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done 
this, thouart cursed above all cattle, and above every wild beast of the 
field; You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of 
your life.” 


Many ancient historians tell of winged serpents, or pterosaurs, inhabiting 
the swamplands and deserts near Egypt. An Egyptian-style scarab seal 
(above left) sporting bat-like wings was excavated at Achziv in northern 
Israel: (ca. 1292-1075 Bc; British Museum): Raphael Giveon, “Scarabs 
jrom Recent Excavations in Israel” (1988), p. 37. 

An Egyptian Wadjet with feet (above right), as shown in the “Book of 
the Dead”: Othmar Keel, Jahwe-Visionen und Siegelkuns, (1977), p. 77. 
Tron, classically known as the “Metal of Mars,” has been 

universally perceived as the symbol of human strength, obstinacy, 
fortitude, honor, courage, sharpness (of body and mind), tenacity, and 
confidence in power. 

Tron is crucial to the survival of living organisms, according to 
Jefferson Lab. In plants, it plays a role in the production of chlorophyll. 
In animals, it is a component of hemoglobin — a protein in blood that 
carries oxy gen from the lungs to the tissues in the body. 


First Iron worker — Bible 


Vulcan 
Hephaestus 
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Of the many belief systems circulating in archaic 
Greece, Orphism was perhaps the most significant. 
The state-sanctioned religion of Hellenism may have 
intermingled with all aspects of daily life, but archaic 
Greece was also a mixture of superstitious magic and 
philosophical cults. There were rational beliefs such 
as Stoicism and Epicureanism, as well as sects with 
mystical tendencies like Pythagoreanism and later, 
Orphism, the adherents of which developed the 


Eleusinian Mystery Festivals, an annual celebration 
that captivated Athenians for nearly two thousand 
years. 

Unlike the state-sanctioned rituals of Hellenism, of 
which it was a part, Orphism was guarded by 
educated elite. Those who followed Orphism were 
called Orphics, and they held their yearly mystery 
festival on the Eleusinian plains west of Athens in 
celebration of Demeter and Persephone a€“ as well as 
their mysterious consort, Dionysus, who played a key 
role in this religion. 


As in many early societies, such as the Neolithic and Chalcolithic 
proto-city settlement of the pre-pottery Neolithic Gdbekli Tepe—many 
millennia older than Stonehenge or Egypt's great pyramids, and/or 
Catalhoyiik... or Mycenaean Greece and Minoan Crete, where the 
“bull” was worshipped as a sacred animal (and hadst been doing so 
since the earliest paleolithic artists painted charcoal and ochre images 
of “aurochs” on the walls of their caves). More-so, the bovine was 
widely worshipped by our matriarchal ancestors (cf, the Egyptian 
goddess, Hathor, or Audumbla of the Norsemen—see note, following) 
and, as such, was oft identified with the changing face of the “White 
Bull” of the moon (ie., the waxing, circular disk, and waning moon, 
and new moon, as well) having great importance to women whose 
menstrual cycles are in sync with our planet’s lunar satellite... as are 
the tides—and, likened unto the feminine trinity of virgin, matron, and 
crone—further comparable to the onset of menstruation, pregnancy 
and lactation, and menopause viz. the three seasons: spring, summer, 
and winter (.s.). 

Note: In Norse-Germanic mythology, Audumbla is a primeval cow 
which Ymir suckled milk from over the course of three days as she 
licked away the salty rime rocks and revealed Buri—grandfather of 
the gods and brothers Odin, Vili and Vé): (Cf., Romulus and Remus, 
who were suckled by a she-wolf). Hathor of Egypt, Mistress of the 
Heavens and mother of the Ogdoad— some have frog heads and 
others have serpent heads, was also a very ancient celestial “wet nurse 
of Pharaoh.” 


A useful clue to the original nature of a god or goddess is often 
furnished by the season at which his or her festival is celebrated. Thus, 
if the festival falls at the new or the full moon, there is a certain 
presumption that the deity thus honoured either is the moon or at least 
has lunar affinities. If the festival is held at the winter or summer 
solstice, we naturally surmise that the god is the sun, or at all events 
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that he stands in some close relation to that luminary. Again, if the 
festival coincides with the time of sowing or harvest, we are inclined to 
infer that the divinity is an embodiment of the earth or of the corn. 
These presumptions or inferences, taken by them, are by no means 
conclusive; but if they happen to be confirmed by other indications, the 
evidence may be regarded as fairly strong. 

Unfortunately, in dealing with the Egyptian gods we are in a great 
measure precluded from making use of this clue. The reason is not that 
the dates of the festivals are always unknown, but that they shifted from 
year to year, until after a long interval they had revolved through the 
whole course of the seasons. This gradual revolution of the festal 
Egyptian cycle resulted from the employment of a calendar year which 
neither corresponded exactly to the solar year nor was periodically 
corrected by intercalation. 


The Metonic cycle 


This particular phenomenon of a 19 year periodic eclipse cycle is 
known as “a Metonic cycle,” dating all the way back to Meton of 
Athens (nearly 2500 years ago). For every 19 years that pass, we 
experience almost 235 lunar months—falling short by a mere 72 
minutes: (Note: 72 is half of 144 or 12 X 12). When we do get an 
eclipse on the solstice, we tend to get a number of them in a row 
with this 19 year period. But then, when enough of those “2 minutes” 
add up, they push us out of sync with the solstice once again. 

A synodic month 


A synodic month is the average period the moon takes to cycle 
through its phases (new, first quarter, full, last quarter) and back 
again: 29-30 days: A lunar month takes 29.5 days, although this 
varies slightly around this average. During a sidereal month, the 
moon completes one orbit around earth every 27.3 days—shorter 
than a sidereal month, a draconic, or nodical, month of 27.212220 
days (i.e., 27 days 5 hours 5 minutes 35.8 seconds) is the period of 
time between two consecutive passages of the moon through the 
same orbital node. Only, the node-crossing cycles miss this 19 year 
periodicity by about 12 hours. On earth, after 4 or 5 eclipse cycles, 
these cycles fall out of phase by enough that eclipses no longer recur 
at the same time of year. 

Over a very long timescale, there is only one solstice solar eclipse 
every 82 years or so: But, because of how these events cluster 
together in 19 year intervals, 


in the Garden of Heliopolis (said to have produced the prominent Egyptian god 
and goddess, Isis and Osiris—the green-skinned god of the underworld, lord of 
the afterlife and judge of the dead, and linked to the metaphorical death-ana- 
rebirth cycles of the Sun, Venus and Moon, celebrated during the winter 
solstice, spring equinox, moon phases, 8-year Venus-Earth cycle and the rare 
Venus transit of the Sun). 


About a mile and a half from Jerusalem, at the foot 
of the Mount of Olives, lay the village of Bethany, 
where dwelt a family, two sisters and a brother, with 
whom Christ had formed, during his repeated and 
protracted visits to the city, a close and affectionate 
intimacy. 


Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at 
Bethany, where Lazarus the Leper (brother of Martha 
and Mary of Magdala) lived, whom Jesus had raised 
from the dead four days after his entombment. The 
raisng of Lazarus is a miracle of Jesus recounted 
only in the Gospel of John (John 11:1—44): In John, 
this is the last of the miracles that Jesus performs 
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before the 
resurrection. 

Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Then the 
wealthy Temple Prostitute of Bethany, Princess Mary of 
Magdala 

born of right noble lineage of kings of Egypt. She, 
with her brother Lazarus, and her sister Martha, 
possessed the castles of Magdalo and Bethany, and 
also a great part of Jerusalem. Their father, Jarius 
(“God enlightens”), is said to have had a Persian or 
Parthian name viz. Cyrus of Magdala, King of the 
Benjamite Tribes. 

a patron or ruler of a Galilee synagogue 


passion, crucifixion and his own 


), took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive 
perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his 
feet with her hair. The value of the “spikenard” was 
more than 300 denarii—a costly essential oil only 
found in India and the Himalayas. Since a denarius 
was the wage for a day’s labor, the value of Mary’s 
perfume was a year’s wages. 


AT THEFESTIVALS of Adonis, which were held in Western Asia and 
in Greek lands, the death of the god was annually mourned, witha 
bitter wailing, chiefly by women; images of him, dressed to resemble 
corpses, were carried out as to burial and then thrown into the sea or 
into springs; and in some places his revival was celebrated on the 
following day. But at different places the ceremonies varied somewhat 
in the manner and apparently also in theseason of their celebration. At 
Alexandria images of Aphrodite and Adonis were displayed on two 
couches; beside them were set ripe fruits of all kinds, cakes, plants 
growing in flower-pots, and green bowers twined with anise. The 
marriage of the lovers was celebrated one day, and on the morrow 
women attired as mourners, with streaming hair and bared breasts, bore 
the image of the dead Adonis to the sea-shore and committed it to the 
waves. Yet they sorrowed not without hope, for they sang that the lost 
one would come back again. The date at which this Alexandrian 
ceremony was observed is not expressly stated; but from the mention of 
the ripe fruits it has been inferred that it took place in late summer. In 
the great Phoenician sanctuary of Astarte at Byblus the death of Adonis 
was annually mourned, to the shrill wailing notes of the flute, with 
weeping, lamentation, and beating of the breast; but next day he was 
believed to come to life again and ascend up to heaven in the presence 
of his worshippers. The disconsolate believers, left behind on earth, 
shaved their heads as the Egyptians did on the death of the divine bull 
Apis; women who could not bring themselves to sacrifice their 
beautiful tresses had to give themselves up to strangers on a certain day 
of the festival, and to dedicate to Astarte the wages of their shame. 
This Phoenician festival appears to have been a vernal one, for its date 
was determined by the discoloration of the river Adonis, and this has 
been observed by modern travellers to occur in spring. At that season 
the red earth washed down from the mountains by the rain tinges the 
water of the river, and even the sea, for a great way with a blood-red 
hue, and the crimson stain was believed to be the blood of Adonis, 
annually wounded to death by the boar on Mount Lebanon. Again, the 
scarlet anemone is said to have sprung from the blood of Adonis, or to 
have been stained by it; and as the anemone blooms in Syria about 
Easter, this may be thought to show that the festival of Adonis, or at 
least one of his festivals, was held in spring. The name of the flower is 
probably derived from Naaman (“darling”), which seems to have been 


an epithet of Adonis. The Arabs still call the anemone “wounds of the 
Naaman.” The red rose also was said to owe its hue to the same sad 
occasion; for Aphrodite, hastening to her wounded lover, trod on a bush 
of white roses; the cruel thorns tore her tender flesh, and her sacred 
blood dyed the white roses for ever red. It would be idle, perhaps, to lay 
much weight on evidence drawn from the calendar of flowers, and in 
particular to press an argument so fragile as the bloom of the rose. Yet 
so far as it counts at all, the tale which links the damask rose with the 
death of Adonis points to a summer rather than to a spring celebration 
of his passion. In Attica, certainly, the festival fell at the height of 
summer. For the fleet which Athens fitted out against Syracuse, and by 
the destruction of which her power was permanently crippled, sailed at 
midsummer, and by an ominous coincidence the sombre rites of Adonis 
were being celebrated at the very time. As the troops marched down to 
the harbour to embark, the streets through which they passed were lined 
with coffins and corpse-like effigies, and the air was rent with the noise 
of women wailing for the dead Adonis. The circumstance cast a gloom 
over the sailing of the most splendid armament that Athens ever sent to 
sea. Many ages afterwards, when the Emperor Julian made his first 
entry into Antioch, he found in like manner the gay, the luxurious 
capital of the East plunged in mimic grief for the annual death of 
Adonis; and if he had any presentiment of coming evil, the voices of 
lamentation which struck upon his ear must have seemed to sound his 
knell. 


Adonis is a personage bound to the theme of 
rebirth because of his travels between hell and 


earth in his legend. 
the ceremony of the death and resurrection of Adonis must also have 
been a dramatic representation of the decay and revival of plant life. 


The use of myrrhas incense at the festival of Adonis may have given 
rise to the fable. We have seen that incense was burnt at the 
corresponding Babylonian rites, just as it was burnt by the idolatrous 
Hebrews in honour of the Queen of Heaven, who was no other than 
Astarte. Again, the story that Adonis spent half, or according to others a 
third, of the year in the lower world and the rest of it in the upper 
world, is explained most simply and naturally by supposing that he 
represented vegetation, especially the corn, which lies buried in the 
earth half the year and reappears above ground the other half. Certainly 
of the annual phenomena of nature there is none which suggests so 
obviously the idea of death and resurrection as the disappearance and 
reappearance of vegetation in autumn and spring. Adonis has been 
taken for the sun; but there is nothing in the sun’s annual course within 
the temperate and tropical zones to suggest that he is dead for half or a 
third of the year and alive for the other half or two-thirds. He might, 
indeed, be conceived as weakened in winter, but dead he could not be 
thought to be; his daily reappearance contradicts the supposition. 


The character of Tammuz or Adonis as a corn-spirit comes out plainly 
in an account of his festival given by an Arabic writer of the tenth 
century. In describing the rites and sacrifices observed at the different 
seasons of the year by the heathen Syrians of Harran, he says: 
“Tammuz (July). In the middle of this month is the festival of el-Bigat, 
that is, of the weeping women, and this is the Ta-uz festival, which is 
celebrated in honour of the god Ta-uz. The women bewail him, because 
his lord slew him so cruelly, ground his bones in a mill, and then 
scattered them to the wind. The women (during this festival) eat 
nothing which has been ground in a mill, but limit their diet to steeped 
wheat, sweet vetches, dates, raisins, and the like.” Ta-uz, who is no 
other than Tammuz, is here like Burns’s John Barleycorn: 

“They wasted o’er a scorching flame 

The marrow of his bones; 

But a miller us’d him worst of all— 

For he crush’d him between two stones.” 


Yet it may be true that in their simple minds the thought of the reviving 
spirit of vegetation was blended with the very concrete notion of the 
ghosts of the dead, who come to life again in spring days with the early 
flowers, with the tender green of thecorn and the many -tinted blossoms 
of the trees. Thus their views of the death and resurrection of nature 
would be coloured by their views of the death and resurrection of man, 
by their personal sorrows and hopes and fears. In like manner we 
cannot doubt that Renan’s theory of Adonis was itself deeply tinged by 
passionate memories, memories of the slumber akin to death which 
sealed his own eyes on the slopes of the Lebanon, memories of the 
sister who sleeps in theland of Adonis never again to wake with the 
anemones and the roses. 


Acts 1:8 states: “But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” These are the final recorded words of Jesus before He 
ascended into Heaven — the very last thing He said to His 
disciples. 


Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no 
one condemned you?” 11She said, “No one, sir.” And Jesus said, 
“Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin 
again." 

Cf. Jesus’ First Miracle—at the wedding of Cana 


A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Give 
me a drink." (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The 
Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of 
me, a woman of Samaria?" (Jews do not share things in common with 
Samaritans.) This is why the Jews wouldn't have anything in common 
with Samaritans—because their assimilation with these pagans had 
defiled them. Samaria, like the woman at the well, had five husbands 
and was estranged from her true husband. 

Cf. Virgin Mary or Magdalena 

In John's Gospel, the phrase is attributed to Jesus speaking with the 
Samaritan woman whom he meets at Jacob's Well in Sychar: “Ifyou 
knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would 
have asked him and he would have given you living water” (John 4:10). 
In actuality, the Samaritans are a unique people whose history can be 
traced to Biblical times. They are not considered ethnically Jewish or 
Arab, despite the fact that Samaritans have lived in close proximity to 
both groups for thousands of years. Cf. After the death of King 
Solomon (10th century ), the northern tribes, including those of 
Samaria, separated from the southern tribes and established the separate 
kingdom of Israel. 

Samaritan, member of a community, now nearly extinct, that claims to 
be related by blood to those Israelites of ancient Samaria who were not 
deported by the Assyrian conquerors of the kingdom of Israel in 722 
BC. 

The Samaritans believe that, since more than 3600 years ago, they 
came to live on Mount Gerizim because Moses, in his tenth 
commandment, ordered them to protect it as a sacred mountain and 
worship on it by making pilgrimages to it three times a year. 
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Samaria, also called Sebaste, modern Sabastiy ah, ancient town in 
central Palestine. It is located on a hill northwest of Nablus in the West 
Bank territory under Israeli administration since 1967. 


Over the centuries, everyone from early church leaders and scholars to 
novelists and filmmakers have revised and elaborated on the story of 
Mary Magdalene. On one hand, they downplayed her importance by 
claiming she was a prostitute, aruined woman who repented and was 
saved by Christ's teachings. 

She may have been the Virgin Mary which had five husbands... 
Magdalena was cured of seven devils 


That Christ changed “water to wine” as his first miracle is synonymous 
with His 


Saint Veronica, also known as Berenike, was a woman from Jerusalem 
who lived in the Ist century AD, according to extra-biblical Christian 
sacred tradition. 

Jesus says, “When I was thirsty, you gave me a drink.” Cf. Ben Hur. 

St. Veronica, (flourished Ist century ce, Jerusalem; feast day July 12), 
renowned legendary woman who, moved by the sight of Christ carrying 
his cross to Golgotha, gave him her kerchief to wipe his brow, after 
which he handed it back imprinted with the image of his face. 


Wedding Feast at Cana compared to the Last Supper 

The New Commandment is a term used in Christianity to describe 
Jesus’ commandment to "love one another" which, according to the 
Bible, was given as part of the final instructions to his disciples after 
the Last Supper had ended, and after Judas Iscariot had departed in 
John 13:30. 


In Christian tradition, consuming the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil was the sin committed by Adam and Eve that led to the 
fall of man in Genesis 3. 


Simon of Cyrene (Simon Kyrénaios; died 100) was the man compelled 
by the Romans to carry the cross of Jesus of Nazareth as Jesus was 
taken to his crucifixion, according to all three Synoptic Gospels. 


Matthew records that as Jesus went to the cross, “They gave him 
vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he 
would not drink” (Matthew 27:34). Mark described the drink as wine 
mingled with myrrh (Mark 15:23). The drink offered to Jesus was 
cheap Roman vinegar (Vinegar is known for preserving) wine viz. sour 
wine (French “vin aigre,” or sour wine), which had a drug mixed in to 
dull the senses: most likely posca, a favorite beverage of Roman 
soldiers. It was the custom of the Romans to offer a man being 


21 


crucified drugged wine so that he might more easily endure his cross. 
Jesus refused the wine, however, apparently so that Hecould go 
through his suffering witha clear mind. 

Matthew 27:48, Mark 15:36, and John 19:29 


The Roman drinking vinegar, or posca, was made from acetum, a 
slightly alcoholic by product of winemaking (in truth, it was mostly just 
wine that had gone off). In a world where the drinking water was often 
a hazard, diluted vinegar could hydrate an entire army. 


Note: The Bible says that when Jesus was born, three wise men brought 
him gold, frankincense, and myrrhas gifts. One legend says the thieves 
crucified with Jesus had stolen the gold given him at birth. Another 
says that Judas was made custodian of the gifts and he sold them and 
pocketed the money. There is a story that the myrrh given to Jesus as a 
child was used in his burial. Balthazar is traditionally referred to as the 
King of Macedonia and gave the gift of myrrh to Jesus. In the Roman 
Catholic Church, he is regarded as a saint (as are the other two Magi). 


Frankincense is the gum or resin of the Boswellia tree, used for making 
perfume and incense. It was one of the ingredients God instructed the 
Israelites to use in making the pureand sacred incense blend for the 
most holy place in the tabernacle. 


Frankincense has earned its title as “The King of Oils” because of its 
versatility. When used topically, frankincense touts powerful anti-aging 
properties. It promotes cellular function and the appearance of healthy - 
looking skin, evening out skin tone and minimizing blemishes. 


King Melchior of Sheba Gaspar represents the Frankincense brought to 
Jesus. Melchior, who has long white hair and a white beard and wears a 
gold cloak, is often referred to as the oldest member of the Magi—he is 
traditionally called the King of Persia and brought the gift of gold to 
Jesus. In the Western Christian church, he is regarded as a saint (as are 
the other two M agi). 

Magus, plural Magi, member of an ancient Persian clan specializing in 
cultic activities: The name is the Latinized form of magoi (e.g., in 
Herodotus 1:101), the ancient Greek transliteration of the Iranian 
original. From it the word magic is derived. 


Balthazar 

By the 15thcentury CE, within Europe, the three kings were regarded 
as representative symbols of Africa, Asia, and Europe, and they were 
frequently depicted within Renaissance and Baroque art with Balthazar 
as a black king. Cf. the three sons of Noah—and note that none was a 
Black African neither an Asiatic. 

Early medieval legends reported that one of the three kings who paid 
homage to the newborn Christ Child in Bethlehem was from Africa. 
But it would be nearly one thousand years before artists began 
representing Balthazar, the youngest of the magi, as a Black African. 


Frankincense is sweet, warm, and woodsy, while Myrrhis earthier with 
slight licorice notes. 

Myrrhis resinous with an aromatic woody and slight medicinal smell. 
It can range from bitter and astringent to warm and sweet. Similar to 
frankincense or pine, it's a cooling scent. The resin tends to have a 
smokier and sweeter smell than essential oils which distilled through 
steam and have a more medicinal quality. 


In TCM, frankincense and myrrh are both traditional remedies for 
promoting blood circulation and removing blood stasis. They often 
appear in the same prescription in the form of drug pairs. They usually 
have stronger synergistic effects than single medicines. 


Myrrh was an ingredient of Ketoret: the consecrated incense used in the 
First and Second Temples at Jerusalem, as described in the Hebrew 
Bible and Talmud. Myrrhis also listed as an ingredient in the holy 
anointing oil used to anoint the tabernacle, high priests and kings. 
Myrrhis a reddish-brown dried sap from a thorny tree — Commiphora 
myrrha, also known as C. molmol — that is native to northeastern 


Africa and southwest Asia( 1, 2). A steam distillation process is used 
to extract myrrh essential oil, which is amber to brown in color and has 
an earthy scent (3) 

Myrrhis used to make medicine. M yrrhis used for indigestion, ulcers, 
colds, cough, asthma, lung congestion, arthritis pain, cancer, leprosy, 
spasms, and syphilis. It is also used as a stimulant and to increase 
menstrual flow. 

It has also been suggested that, In addition to the honor and status 
implied by the value of the gifts of the magi, scholars think that these 
three were chosen for their special spiritual symbolism about Jesus 
himself—gold representing his kingship, frankincense a symbol of his 
priestly role, and myrrha prefiguring of... 

Therefore, myrrh oil had higher antifungal activity than that of the 
ethanol extract. Both extracts showed good anti-elastase activity. 
Conclusion: The results of our investigation confirmed the traditional 
uses of C. molmol as a poultice for the treatment of cutaneous fungal 
infections. 


The gift of frankincense is said to have been an acknowledgement of 
Jesus' priesthood, settinghim apart from a typical king. Frankincense 
was used in the temple routines, burned ceremonially by the priests. 
This gift was precious in both meaning and value. 


Magi (singular magus; from Latin magus) were priests in 
Zoroastrianism and the earlier religions of the western Iranians. Cf. 
Simon Magus 


Distilled white vinegar is made by feeding oxy gen to a vodka-like grain 
alcohol, causing bacteria to grow and acetic acid to form. It's those 
acids that give vinegar its sour taste. Vinegar can be made from any 
alcohol—wine, cider, beer—but its grain alcohol that gives distilled 
white vinegar its neutral profile 


In Acts the Greek “chole” is translated bitterness while in M atthew 
2:34 it is translated gall. The root word implies a substance of a 
greenish hue, like liver bile, while in Matthew's account of the 
crucifixion itis a decoction of some product in wine, likely derived 
from a plant: (Cf. absinthe—the green fairy, which is made of 
wormwood). 


As He neared death, Jesus said, I thirst John 19:28). One of the 
prominent effects of crucifixion was overpowering thirst because of the 
loss of body fluids through open body wounds and perspiration. David 
prophesied this Messianic event, saying “They gave me also gall for 
my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink” (Psalm 
69:21). John understood that Jesus was conscious of fulfilling scripture. 
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that 
the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst John 19:28). One of the 
great heresies in the early church was the idea that Jesus was not really 
human, but as Jesus fulfilled this scripture, He showed that He was 
truly human and truly deity. 


Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge 
with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it tohis mouth. When 
Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost (John 19:29-30). Being at the 
point of death, Jesus wished to say His final words. His parched lips 
and throat needed moisture, so he accepted the vinegar. 


White vinegar, also sometimes called distilled or spirit vinegar, is clear 
and applecider vinegar is brown. Standard white vinegar contains 4 
percent to 7 percent acetic acid and 93 percent to 96 percent water. 


Mead is considered by many to be the oldest alcoholic beverage. It is 
evident that several cultures around the globe were producing mead 
spontaneously at the same time without knowing of each other. 


Stephaton, or Steven, is thename given in medieval Christian traditions 
tothe Roman soldier or bystander, unnamed in the Bible, who offered 
Jesus a sponge soaked in vinegar wine at the Crucifixion. 
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In the ancient world, food, drink and their consumption were important 
indicators of culture, ethnicity and class. ... Although the saying “you 
are what you eat” is a fact in terms of physiology, the Romans also 
believed that “you are what you drink.” So Romans drank wine, non- 
Romans drank beer. 


It was the soldiers, the lower classes, and the slaves who drank posca, a 
drink despised by the upper class. 


Posca was an Ancient Roman drink, made by mixing vinegar, water, 
salt, and herbs—some having hallucinogenic properties. It was the 
soldiers, the lower classes, and the slaves who drank posca, a drink 
despised by the upper class. Roman gladiators drank an energy drink of 
vinegar and plant ash, according to an anthropological investigation of 
arena fighter's bones. 

White wine vinegar is white wine that has been fermented and oxidized 
into an acid witha lightly fruity flavor. The distilling process usually 
takes place in stainless steel vats called acetators that expose the 
ethanol in the wine to oxy gen. 

The bones revealed that the typical food eaten by gladiators was wheat, 
barley and beans - and this echoed the contemporary term for gladiators 
as the "barley men". There was little sign of meat or dairy products in 
the diet of almost all of these professional fighters, who performed in 
front of Roman audiences. 

The gladiatrix (plural gladiatrices) is the female equivalent of the 
gladiator of ancient Rome. Like their male counterparts, female 
gladiators fought each other, or wild animals, to entertain audiences at 
various games and festivals. Very little is known about them. 


Asin much of the ancient world, sweet white wine was the most highly 
regarded style. Wines were often very alcoholic, with Pliny noting that 
acup of Falernian would catch fire from a candle flame drawn too 

close. Wine was often diluted with warm water, occasionally seawater. 


Probably the main reason Jesus was not offered water was that there 
wasn't any water any where near there. ... Although many people take 
the story of Jesus being offered vinegar as an act of mocking him, it 
certainly could have been a sign of compassion. The Roman soldier 
shared with Jesus some of what he had to drink. 


Sour wine was there to quench the thirst of the soldiers. 
Cf. First miracle at the wedding in Cana... 


The vinegar wine was offered to Jesus as they filled a sponge with 
vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. Hyssop was of 
extreme significance tothe Jews, because it would remind the Jews of 
the first Passover night when each household among the Israelites in 
Egy pt slew a perfect lamb and put the blood on the doorpost so that the 
death angel would pass over the houses of the Israelites. M oses had 
commanded the Israelites, Ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in 
the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two side posts 
with the blood that is in the basin; and none of you shall go out at the 
door of his house until the morning (Exodus 12:22). It was the blood of 
the Passover lamb that saved the Israelites from death. On the cross, the 
perfect Lamb of God gave His life’s blood to save mankind. 


His last words from the cross were “It is finished.” Jesus came to serve 
and to carry out the will of the Father. In His life, ministry, and death, 
He perfectly fulfilled the will of His heavenly Father, and made the 
perfect sacrifice for mankind. Angels before the throne of God praise 
Christ’s sacrificial love, Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and blessing (Revelation 5:12). 
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The final wound was in the side of Jesus’ chest, where, according to the 
New Testament, his body was pierced by the Lance of Longinus in 
order to be sure that he was dead. The Gospel of John states that blood 
and water poured out of this wound (John 19:34). 


When the Romans finally wanted their crucified victims to die, they 
broke the prisoner's legs so they could no longer push themselves up 
and all the body weight would be hanging by the arms. 


When they came to Jesus, He was already dead so they did not break 
His legs (John 19:33). Instead, the soldiers pierced His side John 
19:34) to assure that He was dead. In doing this, it is reported that 
“blood and water came out” (John 19:34), referring to the watery fluid 
surrounding the heart and lungs. 

Water is indeed a useful flavor enhancer, exactly because it dilutes 
other ingredients and can change their balance for the better. It's no 
secret that the alcohol in drinks can get in the way of our enjoying their 
flavors. 

Water popularly represents life. It can be associated with birth, fertility, 
and refreshment. ... Christians are baptized with or in water, 
symbolizing a purification of the soul, and an admission into the faith. 


Christian legend has it that Longinus was a blind Roman centurion who 
thrust the spear into Christ's side at the crucifixion. Some of Jesus’ 
blood fell upon his eyes and he was healed. Upon this miracle Longinus 
believed in Jesus. 


Urbanae — A special police force of Rome created to counterbalance the 
Praetorians. Velites — A class of light infantry in the army of the 
Roman Republic. 


Holy Lance also called Spear of Destiny, Holy Spear, or Lance of 
Longinus, legendary relic that pierced the side of Christ at the 
Crucifixion. The wound in Christ’s side was said to have been made by 
the Holy Lance 


An early tradition, found in a sixth or seventh century pseudepigraphal 
"Letter of Herod to Pilate", claims that Longinus suffered for having 
pierced Jesus, and that he was condemned to a cave where every night 
a lion came and mauled him until dawn, after which his body healed 
back to normal, in a pattern that would... 


Christian tradition holds that Gestas was on the cross to the left of Jesus 
and Dismas was on the cross to theright of Jesus. In Jacobus de 
Voragine’s Golden Legend, thename of the impenitent thief is given as 
Gesmas. The impenitent thief is sometimes referred to as the "bad 
thief" in contrast to the good thief. 


"Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise (in response 
toone of the two thieves crucified next tohim) "Father, into your hands 
I commit my spirit" (last words) 


In the Synoptic Gospels, various supernatural events accompany the 
crucifixion, including darkness, an earthquake, and (in M atthew) the 
resurrection of saints. Following Jesus' death, his body was removed 
from the cross by Joseph of Arimathea and buried in a rock-hewn tomb, 
with Nicodemus assisting. 


From the King James Version of the Gospel of M atthew 27:45, “Now 
from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth 
hour.” Mark 15:33 says, “And when the sixth hour was come, there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.” 


Revelation 22:1 then states: "And he showed me a river of water of life, 
bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb". 
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The Revelation reference is interpreted as the Holy Spirit. ... ... to the 
thirsty I will freely give from the fountain of the water of life. 

Cf. the Greek Underworld river of Lethe—one of four rivers 

Cf. Thaddeus' illustration mentioned above is based on Gen 2:10: “A 
river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and 
became four rivers.” They were the Pishon, the Gihon, the Tigris and 
the Euphrates. 

Pishon and Gihon are no doubt the Nile and Jordon Rivers. 


A flowing stream symbolizes abundance (Psalm 65: 9 cf. Joel 3: 18; 
Amos 5: 24) or divine power (Psalm 74: 15). A dry channel also holds 
a particular meaning, as a sign of God's judgment (Psalm 107: 33) or as 
the expression of loss (Job 6: 15-16, Psalm 14: 11). 


Golgotha, (Aramaic: “Skull”) also called Calvary, (from Latin calva: 
“bald head” or “skull”), skull-shaped hill in ancient Jerusalem, the site 
of Jesus' crucifixion. The hill of execution was outside the city walls of 
Jerusalem, apparently near a road and not far from the sepulchre where 
Jesus was buried. 


Cf. Job 


In the mountains of ancient Persia, lived Artaban, whose study of the 
planets and the stars led him to predict the birth of the King of Kings. 
Cf. to fourth Job friend... 


Christians believe that after Jesus rose from the dead, he did not die a 
second time. Instead, 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus left the Earth 
by being taken up, body and soul, to Heaven to re-join God the Father. 
This event is called the ascension, and it was witnessed by Jesus’ eleven 
remaining apostles. 


Tammuz though, is spoken of, just once, in relation 
to the women weeping for him, 


Hyper sexuality in men is called satyriasis, which is a 
mental disorder. Analyzing Mohammad’s deeds and 
mentality from Quran and Hadiths, undoubtedly he 
was such a person of hyper sexuality disorder due to 
following. 1) Seeing a nursing infant girl child Um 
Habiba daughter of Abbas on cradle, Mohammad 

said I will Nikah (marry for sex) you when you 
become time for marriage. 2) He advised women to 


submit him for sex, that is an act which pleases Alla 
3) He got erection when he saw a women on the road 
and run to his wife to have sex 4) When he saw his 
adopted son's wife when she was changing dress, 
Mohammad gets his Allah's permission to marry her 
and his adopted son divorces her. 5) He raided 
neighbouring tribes at night, kills men and takes their 
wives and daughters and allows his warriors to share 
those women for sex. 6) He falsely promises a 
heaven for his warriors and believers , with 72 
women(70 are prostitutes from hell) with special 
beauty, special boobs, continuous sex for one year , 
rivers of liquor and so on.. Allah will give men 
proper male organ to fit the women as required 7) He 
does sex with a slave women in one of his wives 
house, when his wives knew it and questioned him, 
his Allah threatens his wives that he can divorce them 
all... 8) At the age of 54 he marries an infant 5 yrs 
and 8 months old. 9) He claimed that he had sex with 
his 9 to 13 wives continuously one after another and 
claimed he has sexual power of 30 men. 10) Mohd 
and his supporters raided nearby tribal 
community(notorious Khyber loot), captures women 
after killing all males. This includes beautiful Safiya, 
daughter of tribal leader and wife of young man 
Kinan. She was taken after killing her father, husband 
and brothers. Same day Mohammad _ had sex (rape) 
with her with one of his supporter guarding with a 
sword. 11) Maternal aunt of Mohd submits her to 
Mohammad and he had sex with her. Is he civilized.? 
Such hundreds of stories are there in Hadiths.. 
Muslims, be wise. It is shameful to follow this dirty 
fellow Mohammad as your prophet Please read the 
book "Christ, Mohamad and I" by a Muslim apologist 
Mohammad Al Gazouli published by Chick 
publication. 


We are also told about Ishtar in an Akkadian poem 
called Ishtar’s descent into the underworld. 


The story goes. 


Ishtar has her mind set on the underworld. When she 
reaches the gates of the underworld she asks the 
gatekeeper to let her in. She threatens to breakdown 
the gates if she is refused entry and even threatens to 
raise the dead. The gatekeeper says he will go and 
speak to Ereskiga the queen who is also Ishtar’s 
sister. Ereskiga wonders why Ishtar has set her sights 
on her. She tells the gatekeeper to allow Ishtar in.She 


must go through the 7 gates. Each gate removing her 
items of clothing. Once through the gates Ishtar sat 
above her sister Ereskiga. Erekiga set 60 diseases 
against Ishtar. After Ishtar’s descent into the 
underworld sexual activity on earth ceased. Ea 
conceives apla and creates Asusu- namir (a male 
cultic prostitute) He is sent into the underworld. 
Ereskiga curses him. Ishtar is then reinstated with all 
the things that were removed. 


Hislop links Semiramis to Ishtar by way of easter 
through the goddess Astarte who was another 
supposed version of Semiramis. 


“that from Astarte, whose name in Nineveh was 
Ishtar,” 


Hislop does this and then uses it to attack the festival 
of Easter 


Then look at Easter. What means the term Easter 
itself? It is not a Christian name. It bears its Chaldean 
origin on its very forehead. Easter is nothing else 
than Astarte, one of the titles of Beltis, the queen of 
heaven, whose name, as pronounced by the people 
Nineveh, was evidently identical with that now in 
common use in this country. That name, as found by 
Layard on the Assyrian monuments, is Ishtar. 


However as already shown we now know that the 
language of the Akkadians was not Chaldean but 
Sumerian and so this assertion by Hislop although 
may well have been the understanding at his time of 
writing has since been shown to have been false 


Professor Bruce writes. “We now know that the 
original language of Babylonian religion, far from 
being what Hislop and his contemporaries called 
“Chaldee’ (which was really Aramaic), was not a 
Semitic language at all, not even the Semitic tongue 
now called Akkadian...but Sumerian, a language 
with no certain affinity to any other known 
language.” Sumerian, not Chaldee, was the language 
of primeval Babylon. Hence Hislop’s “etymological 
inventiveness which traced words...to ‘Chaldee’ 
roots,” is irrelevant in establishing Inguistic Inks to 
Nimrod’s Babylon and Assyria. They are pseudo- 
science not science. “Hislop’s argument stands in 
need of radical revision,” Dr. Bruce concludes. It 
comes as no surprise then that modern Assyriology 
does not cite Hislop’s Two Babylons; it is a 
discredited source. “ 
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Another false statement regarding the name Easter is 
that it comes from a Germanic goddess Eostre or 
Ostara who again is simply another version of Ishtar 
and so another version of Semiramis although this 
actually isn’t a claim made by Hislop. 

This Comes from a writing The Reckoning of Time, 
from an 8th Century Monk named Bede. 

Bede states that during Eosturménap, pagan Anglo- 
Saxons had held feasts in Eostre’s honor, but that this 
tradition had died out by his time, replaced by the 
Christian Paschal month, a celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus. 

However Bede is the only source of such a goddess. 
This simply has no factual historical basis. There is 
no mention of this goddess in Norse writings. She 
simply doesn’t exist outside the writings of Bede or 
anyone who has since used Bede as a source as to her 
existence. 


I certainly am not advocating Easter itself (see my 
writing is Easter Christian?) but the assertions 
regarding Ishtar are simply false. 


Easter does not derive its name from Ishtar and 
neither does it come ftom Eostre. 

Osten is the German word for east. Easter derives its 
name from the Germanic Eosturmdnab was the 
equivalent of April. 

Eostre or Ostara, simply means east or month of the 
sun from the east. 


Moreover Ishtar is actually the Akkadian name for 
the older Sumerian goddess Inanna 


We know this because the poem is actually a replica 
of an older Sumerian Poem called Inanna’s descent 
into the netherworld/underworld. 

The Sumerian poem of Inanna is much longer and 
more detailed than the Akkadians Ishtar version. 


‘Inanna’s Descent to the Netherworld dated to 
somewhere between 3500 bc-1900 bc 


It has 415 lines. 
The story goes as follows. 
Inanna wishes to travel to the underworld because she 


has set her sight on the divine powers of the 
underworld 


25 


She gives instructions to her servant E-ana in relation 
to what she must do when Inanna is in the 
underworld. 


When Inanna arrives in the underworld she tells the 
chief doorman it is because the husband of her eldest 
sister has died. 


Another of Inannas sisters, Erec-ki-gala is the queen 
of the underworld. 


Inanna had taken the 7 divine powers. 


Erec-ki-gala gave instructions that the 7 gates of the 
underworld would be locked and Inanna must go 
through each shedding one divine power at each gate. 


By the time she reaches her sister she is totally naked. 
She then sits on her sisters throne. For this she is 
judged by the Anuna,the 7 judges. She is turned into 
a corpse and hung on a hook. 


E-ana follows her instructiona at this pomt and 
eventually goes to Nanna. Nanna is angry at Inannas 
craving for the divine powers 


However Father Enki explains how to bring Ianna 
back 


Inanna was caught before she ascended by the Anuna 
and was instructed to provide a substitute 


After the demons ask to take a series of people in her 
place and being told no by Inanna they come to 
Damuzi, innanas husband. He has not been mourning 
for her so she allows them to take him in her place 


Damuzi cries out to his brother in law Utu for help 
Utu hears Damuzi and helps him 

Inanna weeps for her husband 

Inanna’s Sister allowed Damuzi to be released from 
the underworld for half of the year and in his place 
his sister would spend the other half of the year in the 


underworld. 


So Inanna is synonymous with Ishtar and Dumuzi 
becomes Tammuz. 


The older stories of Ishtar and Tammuz and Inanna 
and Dumuzi do not include the details given 
regarding Osiris, Isis and Horus. 


Tammuz who was Damuzi is ripped out of the story 
of Ishtar and then simply forced into the Egyptian 
myth and becomes Horus the son. 


But how did Hislop from these writings where 
Tammuz was never the son conclude that Tammuz 
was the son of Nimrod and Semiramis. Again simply 
through association and a whole heap of assumption. 


Damuzzi was a shepherd god and associated with 
vegetation. Osiris was also a vegetation god, as 
Horus was believed to be Osiris Damuzi who we 
know was Tammuz was linked to Horus by way of 
Osiris and so Tammuz became the equivalent of 
Horus.. (all very complicated indeed). 


The stories relating to these god/goddesses were 
allegorical to represent and explain the rainy season 
and the dry hot summer season. 


As we see in the story Damuzi was to spend 6 months 
of the year in the underworld. It was “believed”? that 
it was the tears shed by the vegetation god that 
brought the rains and so during the wetter months the 
god was in the heavens however during the hotter 
summer months when the rain stopped this was when 
the vegetation god was in the underworld. 


Inanna ordered that the people weep for Damuzi .The 
people would symbolically weep for Damuzi as in 
weep “for” instead of him. 


We see this in the Bible the weeping for Tammuz. 


Ezekiel 8-14 Then he brought me to the door of the 
gate of the LORD’S house which wastoward the 
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north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for 
Tammuz. 


This weeping unlike the claimed 40 days lasted 
anywhere from 40 hours to 6 weeks. The act showed 
that the people had accepted other “gods” and were 
performing rituals that the pagans did. 


It was also believed until the deciphering off the 
cuneiforms that Dummuzi was a dying and 
resurrecting god. However we now know that he 
never actually dies he is simply taken to the 
underworld for half the year and he never actually 
resurrects he is simply released from the underworld. 


The whole story of Nimrod, Semiramis and Tammuz 
is simply made up. Hislop takes bits from different 
myths and stories and mashes them together, 
sometimes like in the case of Tammuz it is done to 
fill a gap in his own theory, to form the story that is 
told today which is of Hislop’s own creation. 


It is not historical, it is not Biblical, it is not accurate 
and it is not correct. No matter how many people 
believe or retell this story it will remain the 
concoction of Alexander Hislop and nothng more. 
Anyone that uses it has not actually studied History. 
They may have studied the sources cited by Hislop to 
support his theory but modern knowledge proves this 
false. 
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The deceased recites the 42 Negative Confessions to 1/3 of the judges 
(pictured above). The deceased is then accompanied by the psychopomp 
Anubis (far left) to the place of judgment wherehe will have to declare that he 
was guilty of none of the “42 sins.” 

Anubis then weighs the “heart of the deceased” on a two-plate scale: a plate 
for the heart, the other for the feather of Ma'at—the deification of truth, 
justice, rectitude and order of the cosmos, symbolized byan ostrich feather (the 
hieroglyphic sign of her name). {f the heart andthe feather were equal, then the 
deities were convinced of the rectitude of the deceased, who could therefore 
access eternal life becoming m*-hrw, which means “vindicated/justified,” 


Semiramis? 


literally “true of voice” (Maa Kheru, or “blessed” in a broad sense). But, if the 
heart was heavier than Ma'at’s feather, then a terrifying monster named ‘mmt’ 
“the Devourer” (“Ammit”)—a crocodile-headed creature with a lion’s torso 
and the hindquarters of a hippopotamus, which lived in a lake of fire—which 
will snatch the human heart from the scale and devour it, thus destroying the 
soul of the deceased. 

Thoth records the judgment and Horus leads the deceased into the Du'at— 
the underworld realm of the dead, where, in the presence of Osiris (seated with 
Isis and Ma'at standing behind him). 


According to the historian Eusebius, Semiramis was the wife of Nimrod. In the Sumerian language, her name 


is “Sammur-amat.” 


According to less trustworthy traditions, Semiramis was Noah’s granddaughter, and both the mother and wife 


of Nimrod. 
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Semiramis — The Mother and Wife of Nimrod 


According to various legends, Semiramis became pregnant after engaging in an adulterous affair while 
married to Nimrod. Around this same time, Nimrod dies a violent and untimely death. In an effort to retain 
power and to hide her misdeeds, Semiramis makes a most audacious claim. She publicly declares that upon 
Nimrod’s death he had been resurrected as the god of the sun. As the sun-god, Nimrod used his sun rays to 
miraculously inseminate Semiramis with a child. This child was thus considered to be divinely conceived. 
The child’s name was Tammuz, which she claimed was the reincarnated Nimrod. (Thus, Semiramis was both 
Nimrod’s wife and mother.) 


After the scattermg that occurs at the Tower of Babel, this story of the miraculous conception of this child 
disseminated throughout the world and led to the rise of the various birth-death-rebirth cults that are littered 
through history. These mystery religions of future generations adopted different names for Semiramis and her 
child, Tammuz. 


According to another tradition, Semiramis was the daughter of a goddess. She had mermaid-like features 
with the head of a woman and the body of a fish. 
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